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COPIES of Memorials addressed to the Treasury from certain Poor Law Unions 
in Ireland, in reference to Consolidated Annuities charged under the Act 
13 Viet. cup. 14. 



1 .— UNION OF CORROFIN. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Guardians of the Poor Law Union of Corrofin, in the 
County of Clare : 

Humbly showeth, 

That the state of destitution in the county of Clare during the last five years 
has been excessive, and still continues to be so, as compared with most of the 
other counties in Ireland : 

That the amount of rates required to be levied for the current expenses of 
this union are in several electoral divisions so heavy in some instances as 
11a-. 8 d. in the pound for six months, which consequently must prove a great 
discouragement to persons possessing any capital to become cultivators of the 
soil ; so much so, that many farmers with capital have, under the pressure of 
late rates, emigrated from the country, and we are convinced that the additional 
burthen now proposed to be placed on it will induce many more to follow their 
example : 

That the outlay under the Labour Rate and Temporary Relief Acts in the 
count}- of Clare was greatly disproportioned to the value of property, by reason 
of the vast extent of its population wholly dependent on potato food. 

Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully entreat that the annual burthen to 
be placed on the townlauds in this union, by reason of the advances made under 
the several Acts of Parliament enumerated in the ISth Yict. cap. 14, may not 
exceed one-fortieth part of the amount of the charge when consolidated as it 
stands at present without interest ; and that it may not commence to he levied 
until such time as the laud is brought into a better state of cultivation, and the 
number of paupers in the union diminished. 

For Self and Guardians, 

22 July 1851. Nep. Blood, Chairman. 



2.— UNION OF CARLOW. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The humble Petition of the Guardians of the Carlow Union: 

Humbly showeth, 

That your petitioners have learned with regret and alarm that the Commis- 
sioners for administering the Law's for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, acting 
under your instructions, have issued a sealed order directing the guardians, 
when striking their next rate, to make provision for the repayment of the sums 
specified in such order, as an instalment of the monies advanced for the erection 
of the workhouse, and under the Temporary Relief Acts ; the effect of which 
will be to increase the rates on many of the most impoverished electoral 
divisions in the union of over 5 d. in the pound ; while those divisions have just 
paid a rate struck last September of 3 5 . C d. in the pound, and are now called 
on for another, varying from 25. to 9 s. in the pound, exclusive of the rate-in- 
aid, or the repayment of advances, and this only to pay for the maintenance of 
of their poor to the 29th of September next. 

Your petitioners further beg to submit to your Lordships that it would be 
most oppressive and severe to require an instalment of the monies advanced 
for building the workhouse, and for the purposes of the Temporary Relief Act, 
at a time when the impoverished farmers are called on to pay a rate-in-aid for 

2 . 50 . a 2 unions 
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4 MEMORIALS FROM POOR LAW UNIONS IN IRELAND 

unions scarcely more distressed than their own, while they have to make pro- 
vision for their own poor, whose number in the workhouse and its ten auxiliaries 
this summer was over 2,800, exceeding by many hundreds that of any former 
year, notwithstanding the fearful diminution of the population by starvation, 
cholera, fever, and emigration the past five years. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray your Lordships will direct the Poor 
Law Commissioners to withdraw the order for the collection of an instalment of 
the advances for building the workhouse, and for the Temporary Relief Acts, 
until this union shall in some measure have recovered from the fearful calamities 
(the loss of the potato crop, deficient corn crops, reduced prices of all agricultural 
produce, distemper in cattle, and increased taxation) which have afflicted and 
continue to afflict it. 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 

(signed) Thomas Butler , Bart. 

Horace Rochfort , 

&c. &c. &,c. 



3.— UNION OF KILLADYSERT. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Petition of the Board of Guardians of the Union of Killadysert, in the 
County of Clare, is most humbly submitted : 

Showeth, 

That this district of tile county has in particular suffered so much within the 
last live years, as to have its population reduced to the most extreme state of 
misery : 

That the requirements of this union to satisfy the current expenditure and the 
outstanding liabilities are so excessive as to render it an impossibility for your 
Lordships petitioners to carry on tbe affairs of the union for anv length of time 

it left to depend upon the resources of the ratepayers: 

That in order to show the real state of the financial condition of the union 
your petitioners beg to submit the following statement, taken from the estimate 
prepared previous to the making of the last rate, showing the poundage rate 
required in the several electoral divisions to meet the liabilities of the union and 
to provide for six months’ expenditure ; which estimate your petitioners have 
since ascertained to be considerably below the actual expenditure viz • 



Iviliofin - 

Kilmurry 

Codineene 

Killideene 

Killadysert 

Kinealon 

Ballynacally 

Kilchreest 

Clondegad 

Liskeene - 

Liscasey - 



estimated poundage required 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



*. d. 

13 8 
25 5 

14 2b 

17 10 
13 1 

11 2 

7 2\ 
11 6~ 
33 10J 
11 9~ 

37 



YiM- petitioners also beg your attention to the accompanying copy "of a 

that fr„nTt^^e"statements ymur Lordships ^tter^mpossibihty 

consolidated debts of this union, under the Acts" enumemted' LXThW vtl 

Your petitioners therefore most humbly hope, that, from the neruliar and 

" pW ^ Lordships wi^direct that 
, ' , , not “ ““god upon the amount claimed, a sum for which we 

ha e received no benefit whatever, and that the levy ohhe tastdments mnv 

";; ,it~uVby‘ h S e l ' C e h T “ is , brought into a p4" 

’ and by the em Pl°yment given in the aitainment of this object the 

existing 
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RELATING TO CONSOLIDATED ANNUITIES. 5 

existing- pauperism be in some measure removed, and until a general improve- 
ment takes place m the circumstances and condition of the people 1 

lour petitioners also trust, that, as unfortunately this uiion is so much 
below the neighbouring unions in its value and financial condition, your Lord 

sideration ^ P ‘° “ pe ° ul!ar CaS6 ° f il “ “‘"S “ too your con- 

And as in duty bound petitioners will for ever pray. 

Signed on behalf of the Board of Guardians, 

George Stvddert, Chairman. 



Copy of Resolution adopted by the Board of Guardians of Killadysert 
Petition 11 ‘ 3d ° f Jnl J 18#1 . referred to in the accomanying 

. Resolved we request the serious attention of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners to the state of this union, in the earnest hope that they will adopt 
speedy measures to assist this Board in suppressing the distress prevalent at the 
present time. 

Having since May 1850 struck rates on the several electoral divisions to the 
amount of o 700 1. (nearly 10 s. m the pound on tile valuation), 4,000 / of which 
lias been collected. 

With debts, exclusive of Government debts, amounting to over 0 000 / to 
meet winch the outstanding rate, 1 , 100 /., only remains, and not more than 700 / 
ot tins sum can be made available. 

Having six auxiliary establishments and their staffs, &c. to support in this 
muon, together with qur proportion of the support of the establishments of 
-biiinis and Ivilrush Unions, under “ reservation orders.” 

With an enormous weekly expenditure attendant upon the support of o 500 
persons in workhouses, and 500 upon out-door relief. 5 

With an over-taxed and miserable class of ratepayers to satisfy the claims 
consequent upon this expense, upon whose resource no reliance can be placed 
we find our almost total inability for carrying on the affairs of 'the union - and 
we earnestly and respectfully hope the Commissioners will afford our state the 
consideration it deserves, and grant us the means of, if not removing a t least 
allaying the extreme distress in this unfortunate union, and enabling us to 
cancel our “ reservation orders as a means of doing which we would respect- 
fuHy suggest to the Commissioners the propriety of sending out a number of our 
workhouse inmates to America, where alone a field for industry presents itself 
and from which place they (by means of their earnings) would assist their rela’ 
tives here by supplying them with funds to enable them to leave a country 
reduced to the most miserable condition, thus reducing the taxation attendant 
upon their support as paupers at home. 



4.— OUGHTERARD UNION. 

„ . 1 September 1851. 

Jiesolved, •— 1 hat the Board of Guardians of the Oughteravd Union assembled 
t ns day, having taken into consideration the order of the Commissioners of Poor 
.Laws tor Ireland, for the payment of annuities under the 13th Viet. cap. 14 ., the 
first instalment of which, averaging about 3 s. in the pound upon the several 
electoial divisions of this union, to be included in the rate to be now struck for 
the general purposes of the union for the next twelve months, respectfully beg 
to submit the condition of this union to the consideration of the Commissioners ; 
and, in order that its position and financial ability to bear this enormous and 
unexpected demand may he fully understood, lay before the Commissioners the 
following facts: — 

The Union of which this Board are the representatives has been lately formed 
out of portions of the Galway and Ballinrobe Unions. 

It is notorious that the portions taken from each of these unions to form the 
present union of Oughterard were the poorest and most barren districts con- 
tained within them ; and in point of fact, four fifths of the surface of the Union 

2 50. A 3 of 
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Oughterard. 



of Oughterard consists of little more than moor, bog, and mountain, altogether 
unprofitable. 

The valuation of the Oughterard Union, notwithstanding its great superficial • 
extent, does not far exceed 11,000 l. per annum ; it has laid on rates during the 
past year exceeding 5 s. in the pound on the whole Union, and the guardians 
regret to be obliged to say that there appears no probability of a less amount 
sufficing for the year to commence on the 29th instant. Consequent^’, if the 
present order of the Commissioners be enforced, the most favoured electoral 
divisions of the union will have to strike a rate of 8 s. in the pound, whilst in 
several of the poorer divisions 12 s. or 13 5. will be necessary ; but assuming the 
general rating to be 8 s., 40 per cent, upon the declared value of the soil of the 
union will have to be levied within the year; and this in a district brought to 
the very verge of pauperism by the united action for six years past of famine, 
pestilence, and taxation. 

The guardians would further respectfully represent that the ordinary county 
rates to be provided for within the ensuing year will amount certainly to 3 s. in the 
pound upon the Ordnance valuation, aud also desire to inform the Commissioners 
that in the very week of the past month in which the Commissioners issued their 
order, a Treasury order of a most peremptory nature was issued to the collector 
of county cess m this union, directing him to collect in the course of the ensuing- 
winter and spring a sum of 2 s. 4 cl. in the pound, to be continued annually for 20 
years, in repayment of advances made for public works during the years 1 S 47 
and 184S, constituting a charge on account of county rates of 5 5. 4 d. in the 
pound ; and inasmuch as the Ordnance valuation exceeds the poor-law valuation 
about one fourth, having been made at a prosperous period, whilst the poor-law 
valuation was effected last year, a sum of no less than 10 s. in the pound must 
be added to the demand for poor-law purposes upon the poor-law valuation of 
this union, and thus no less a sum than 15 s. in the pound, or 75 per cent, upon 
the declared annual value of the soil, demanded in the shape of direct taxation, a 
burthen it. would be dishonest in the guardians of this union to lead the Poor 
Law Commissioners or the Treasury to expect the district could possibly bear, 
even in its most prosperous condition, without instant and total ruin, or that the 
slightest prospect exists of even a moiety of these sums being now collected, with- 
out bringing total destruction upon whatever remnant of capital and enterprise 
six years of unheard-of sufferings have left amongst the people. 

The guardians would further urge upon the Commissioners’ attention the fact 
that valuations for poor-law purposes are based upon capability, and not upon 
the absolute annual profit; and that from the continued action of the manv 
calamities winch have afflicted their union for some years, large districts 
remain without either occupant or cultivation; and thus, although they swell the 
amount of valuation, they in fact contribute nothing either to production or in 
many cases, to revenue, as the arrears outstanding in this union will fully 
demonstrate. Upon those who in this union have thus far struggled with little 
personal advantage, these burthens must in some shape ultimately fall • and the 
guardians feel compelled to declare their firm conviction that the imposition of 
tills unheard-of amount of liability can only be expected to terminate in this 
union i nth the destruction of every interest in it, the abandonment of all effort 
to cultivate the soil, the flight of every individual who still retains means 

country ’ “ d thehopeless miser y “ d 

Under th ese circumstances tile guardians have postponed the striking of anv 
iheeting ; they profess themselves cheerfully prepared to 
stnhe mch rates as the demands of their poor for the ensuing year may 
reasonably seem to require ; but they are unwilling, without this appeal to the 
Commissioners being first heard, to lay on burthens that can hale no Effect 
mU ° n m a WPeleSS effOTt 40 ° btai “ W ’ lat the district hos 



(signed) 



1 September 1851. 



G.F. O Flahertie , Chairman. 
Henry Flanagan , Clerk Union. 



5.— UNIONS 
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RELATING TO CONSOLIDATED ANNUITIES. 

0— UNIONS OF COUNTY OF CLARE. 

At a Meeting of the Guardians of the several Unions of the County of Clare 
assembled pursuant to public advertisement at the Court House in Ennis 
on Wednesday the 3d of September I Sol, the following Resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : — 

That it is our desire, when in a position to do so, to discharge all those lia- 
bilities which may be justly due of us, and incurred during the dreadful ordeal 
through which we have passed, from the effects of which life and property have 
been sacrificed to an extent almost unprecedented. 

That the pre sent state of our county, although improving, is not such as to 
enable us to discharge even its current expenses; heavy arrears of countv 
charges and poor rates are still outstanding in many districts, and althouo-h the 
numbers in our workhouses have considerably diminished, they still amount to 
an enormous number as compared to our diminished population. 

That the claims on several townlands similarly s'ituated are, whether with 
regard to the Government or the poor-law valuation, so very unequal as to 
render the means by which the conclusions were arrived at perfectly incom- 
prehensible. 

That in apportioning charges under Griffiths’s and the poor-law valuations 
periods were fixed and opportunities afforded to parties interested, to inspect and 
investigate the proceedings, and appeal against and rectify any errors that mio-ht 
exist. = 

That no opportunity of a similar nature has been afforded ns while the appor- 
tioning of the present immense demand upon ns was being carried out. 

That the imposition of so heavy a tax, amounting to a charge in many 
instances of from 2 s. 6 d. to 5s. in the pound sterling, in addition to the laroe 
ordinary requirements of the unions, will greatly damp tile exertions of those 
occupiers who are struggling to meet the demand on their farms, and will keep 
ill their present unproductive state a considerable extent of land already waste 
and unoccupied. 

Thai, the state of the several unions in the county of Clare is not such as can 
justify the making the charges nearly double the original grant ; because by 
that means the benefit of an extension of time is annihilated bv the increased 
amount of the charges, ex. g. : — 

The Ennis Union is charged with 139,382/. for an original grant of 69 . 691 /. 

Kilrush „ 128,688/. „ 64 ’ 344 /. 

Ennistymon „ 110,650/. „ 55,325 /. 

That it is highly unreasonable to expect that a body of men, who have volun- 
tarily undertaken to administer certain laws, can, on that account, he made to 
lend themselves to any measure so destructive and suicidal to their interests. 

That the following abstract of the rates of some of the electoral divisions in 
the different unions in the county of Clare is submitted to the Lords of the 
Treasury, and will show the rates that have been struck within the last year, and 
which, though very heavy, are still inadequate to a large amount in meeting the 
ordinary requirements and debts for the support of pauperism iu those districts, 
exclusive of the claims now made by the consolidated annuities : — 



Kilrush Union. 



Electoral Division. 


Rates struck from 
August 1850 to August 1851. 


Poundage required to 
meet ordinary Expenses 
for Six Months at Time 
of striking last Rate. 


Einagh - 


s. d. $. d. 

Sept. 1850 6 - April 1851 4 8 


-a 


Luerin - 


„ 6 - „ 4 8 


14 5 


Moyarta - 


„ 6 - „ 4 8 


13 2 


Moveen - 


„ 6 - „ 4 8 


14 9 



250 . 



M 



Killadysert 



Unions of County 
of Clare. 
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Unions of County 
of Clare. 



Killadysert Union. 



Electoral Division. ! 


Rates struck from 


Rate required for 
Twelve Months. 




s. d. s. d. 


s. d. 


Kilfiddane 


May 1850 2 6 Feb. 1851 7 3 


17 10 


Kilmurry - 


„ 2 6 „ 7 3 


25 5 


Clondegad 


„ 2 6 „ 7 3 


33 10§ 


Liscasey - - - j 


„ 2 6 „ 7 3 


37 1£ 



Tulla Union. 



Electoral Division. 


Rates struck from 


Rate 

required in Sept. 1851 
for Seven Months. 




s. d. s. d. 


s. d. 


Raclooney 


Spt. 1850 4 8 June 18 51 2 9 


12 8 


Killenena - 


„ 8 6 „ 1 G 


16 1 


Cahev - 


„ 6 2 „ 2 - 


16 9 


Loughea - 


„ 9 4 „ 16 


18 4 



Ennis Union. 



Electoral Division. j 


Rates struck from 


Rate required 
for Six Months. 

1 




s. d. s. d. 


s. d. 


Killone - 


Aug. 1850 5 — Aug. 1851 6 — 


11 5 


Kilclolier - 


„ 5 - ,, 6 - 


12 2 


Kanturk - 


>» 5 - „ 6 - 


12 10 


Furroor - 


„ 5 - „ 6 - 


15 1 



That as the evidence of the results of this taxation, it is only necessary to 
advert to the sales of property in this county. 

In other counties estates have sold at from fifteen to twenty years’ purchase on 
a rental abated only from fifteen to twenty-five per cent, from its former amount ; 
while in Clare the reduction has been fifty per cent., and in some cases more, 
and the rate of purchase on this reduced rental has been from ten down to seven 
years. 

That it cannot be the interest of the British empire to crush and ruin any 
portion of it, while struggling with difficulties of the most unexampled character, 
and we therefore pray that the leA-ying of the ’claims now made upon us be 
deferred, willing as we are, and have heretofore declared ourselves to be, 
to discharge all claims which may be justly due of us, when in a position 
to do so. 

That our chairman do! forward a copy of these resolutions to the First Lord 
of the Treasury, and that this meeting do adjourn to this day fortnight, for 
the purpose of receiving the answer of the Lords of the Treasury on this 
subject. 

(signed) Crofton M. Vandeleur, 

Chairman. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




RELATING TO CONSOLIDATED ANNUITIES. 



6.— UNION OF BOYLE. 

To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

__ The Memorial of the Board of Guardians of the Boyle Union : 

Showeth, 

That it is the anxious tvish of the guardians of the Boyle Union to discharge 
all then: legal liabilities, when in a position so to do. ' 

That tile present state of the country is such as barely enables them to dis- 
charge the current expenses of the union. 

That heavy arrears of poor rates arc outstanding in many of the electoral 
d, visions, which it is almost hopeless to expect to collect from the impoverished 
ratepayers until a return to better times; and that between county cess and 
poor rates, all classes connected with the occupation of land feel themselves most 
grievously burthened. 

That the value of all rateable property within the union has fallen of late years 
from 25 to 30 per cent. J 

That while emerging* from a state of depression consequent upon the direful 
visitation with which it has pleased Providence to afflict this unhappy country, 
memorialists have seen with great dismay the heavy addition to then* rates by 
the sealed order of the Poor Law Commissioners, requiring payments of the 
consolidated annuities under the 13 th Viet. cap. 14, sect. 4. 

That to enforce payment of these annuities at present would cause a still 
further deterioration of all rateable property, the land to be abandoned, the 
industrious portion of the population to emigrate, and would render the union 
generally unable to support its own poor. 

That the potato disease has again appeared, and threatens to be most destruc- 
tive m several electoral divisions in this union. 

That the amount of relief afforded during the past year cannot in consequence 
thereof be lessened during* the year now commencing from 29th September. 

That under the above circumstances, memorialists urge upon Government the 
impolicy of enforcing* the payment of these annuities, and most earnestly beo* 
that the collection may not be exacted until the country has arisen from the 
depression caused by so many successive years of scarcity consequent upon the 
failure of the staple food of the people. 

Memorialists therefore pray the suspension of the sealed order of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, which will otherwise impose a levy of 2,112/. 4s. 9±d. upon a 
community of ratepayers who cun only, by the greatest struggle, mee't the ordi- 
nary demands for the support of the poor of their union. 

-n i tj T} , , (signed) William Phibbs, 

Board Room, Boyle, 16 September 1851 . Chairman. 



7 .— UNION OF OUGHTERARD. 



Board Meeting*, 22 September 1851. 

Resolved, That the resolution entered into by this Board on the 1st Septem- 
ber, representing the distressed state of this union, and its total inability to pay 
the annuities assessed upon them by the sealed order of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners of the 13 th August last, naving* been forwarded to the Lord Lieutenant 
. tJie Lords of the Treasury, but no answer as yet received from them, we 
again most respectfully repeat our application for a favourable consideration of 
the condition of i his wretched union, now utterly unable to maintain its poor 
without any additional burthen, as manifestly appears by the estimate laid 
betore the Board of the amount of poundage rate required for the ordinary 
expenditure for relief of the poor for the next twelve months, a copy of which Is 
Herewith subjoined. 

And we further beg to state, that owing to the alarm created by the large sum 
lequired to be levied on this much-impoverished union, vast numbers of the 
inhabitants have been already induced to emigrate from this district. 

(signed) G. F. OFlalertie, Chairman. 

Henry Flanagan, Clerk Union. 



250. 



OUGHTERARD 



Boyle. 



Ougliterard. 
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OUGHTERARD UNION. 



ESTIMATE of Amount of Rati: required for Relief of the Destitute Poor for Twelve Months from -l> September I BO], 
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8.— UNION OF THURLES. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

May it please your Lordships, 

We, the guardians of the poor for the Union of Thurles, in Ireland, deem it 
our duty to remonstrate, respectfully but firmly, with your Lordships, on the 
injustice and impolicy of imposing upon Ireland, particularly at this present 
juncture, poor rates, which will have the effect of swamping Irish property, and 
of robbing Irishmen of that inestimable right which still remains to them, — that 
only shred of constitutional privileges which has not been wrested from them, 
we mean the franchise. 

Your Lordships arc aware that under the late Franchise Act no 12/. occupier 
can be admitted to the registry unless his poor rates have been paid ; and it 
will he impossible to pay them if, in addition to the heavy rates, already too 
oppressive, for the maintenance of the thousands incarcerated in the Irish poor- 
houses, bartering the chance (and a poor chance it is) of life for loss of liberty, 
your Lordships overwhelm us with the claims, put forward at your instance, by 
the Commissioners for administering the laws for the relief of the poor of Ire- 
land, though payable by aunuity. 

It would be far more manly and straightforward of the Government to pass a 
law at once to disfranchise us, than to take advantage of our poverty, aud, by a 
sidewind, to deprive us of the right, — the inalienable right of freemen, — to a 
voice in choosing our representatives. 

The laws under which we act are miscalled “ Laws for the Relief of the Poor 
of Ireland.” The poor rate, struck even on the peasant’s cottage, has led to its 
demolition, — has left the farmer penniless, unable to give employment,— has 
driven myriads of our stalwart countrymen to swell the population of America, 
to fill her armies, to man her fleets, to fight her battles, — even though it might 
so happen, as it has done before, that peace was broken betw'ixt Great Britain 
and America. 

The human tide continues to flow on ; the bone and sinew- prized by other 
rulers as the real riches of the country are leaving fast ; all that remains to 
Ireland are the paupers and the feeble, of whom the want of means and loss of 
health compel the stay. 

As to the special sums of which your Lordships seek repayment we cannot, 
upon principle, object to the loans for building workhouses ; but we are unable 
to repay them for the present. 

Your Lordships will remember that when we incurred this debt we were not 
visited by the ruinous blight which threw the main support of many thousands 
on the landholders, and absorbed their capital. The ports were not thrown open 
to the universe, whereby the agricultural and many other classes have been 
ruined. Corn has fallen now so low, it will not repay the expense of cultivation. 
The loss upon stock, both from disease aud other cause, cannot be estimated ; 
for the sufferers cannot be expected to publish to the world how much their 
property has been reduced : but it is well known it is immense ; and under 
these circumstances we trust that Government will not press on their claims at 
present. 

As to the other items claimed, we think it quite unjust to place on the 
guardians of the poor the odious task of forcing from impoverished people sums 
of such magnitude, when they had no voice in the disbursement, by which it is 
notorious few of the poor, comparatively, were benefited ; and when the Legis- 
lature, by the Act for Labour Rate, imposed the duty of collection on grand 
juries, if they have failed in doing so, how can the poor-law guardians now 
attempt it? If they do so, it will be sure to turn to generate resistance against 
poor rate. 

As loyal subjects of Her Majesty we believe we best discharge the duties 
which we feel incumbent oil us, by stating to your Lordships our opinions on 
the subject. We trust you will not press these claims, which add Is. in the 
pound to the high rates already payable by some of the poorer districts, and this 
for forty years. 

If this respectful remonstrance have no weight (and, but for fear of adding to 
its length, we could add many reasons more to those we have already quoted) 
nothing retaains for us, but, in an assembly of the ratepayers to explain how we 
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are situated, to ask for their instructions, and to resign into their hands our 
offices of guardians to the poor, which we can no more discharge with justice to 
the ratepayer or the pauper, or with satisfaction to our own conscience. 

(signed) Francis O’Brien, 
Chairman on behalf of Guardians present at 
meeting on 23d September 1851. 

Proposed by Samuel Cooke, seconded by Thomas O’Meara, Esq.,— That 
above remonstrance be unanimously adopted by this Board, and a copy for- 
warded to every Board of Guardians in Ireland. Passed. 



9.— UNION OF CARRICK-ON-SUIR. 



Carrieli-on-Suir. To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Board of Guardians of the Carrick-on-Suir Union : 
Humbly showeth, 

That memorialists having agreed to certain rates adequate for the ordinary 
expenditure for relief of the poor and rate-in-aid, have, received an order from 
the Poor Law Commissioners to provide, in addition thereto, for the repayment 
of the consolidated liabilities of this union, consisting of the following 
charges, viz. : — 



1 . Charge for Workhouse loans 

2. „ Temporary Relief Acts 

3. „ Labour rate advances 

4. „ 1 Viet. c. 21, and 9 Viet. c. 1 . 



£. s. d. 
G,339 18 2| 
3,134 8 5 1 
16,485 11 G£ 
G35 13 9£ 



Total 



£. 20,595 12 - 



By annuities in the aggregate of 1,440/. a year for thirty years, amounting in 
the gross to the large sum of 43,000/. 

That memorialists do not mean to repudiate their just liabilities, or shrink 
from the responsibility of providing for their gradual liquidation, as far as the 
depressed condition of the union, and a due regard to their more urgent and 
immediate requirements for the relief of the poor, will permit. 

That memorialists admit their legal responsibility ; for, while they can hardly 
recognise the full justice of the demand for the workhouse buildings loans of 
6,339 l. for providing accommodation for 500 paupers at the extraordinary cost 
of over 12/. per head, a considerable portion of which loans, after most urgent 
and repeated remonstrances with the Commissioners against the wasteful 
expenditure of said loans, they were compelled by mandamus to borrow, while 
they had subsequently to levy rates to the amount- of over 1,400/. to buikl 
additions to the workhouse to accommodate 400 paupers more, accomplished at 
a moderate cost of 3 /. 10 s. per head, which will at the same time illustrate 
the extravagance of the original building outlay, and the exorbitantly- estimated 
present value of the workhouse loans. 

That memorialists had never been furnished with any statement of the amount, 
or the particulars of the amount, or afforded any opportunity of expressing any 
opinion, in or out of Parliament, as to the justice or expediency of the charges 
under the Labour Acts, until after they had been arbitrarily ordered to lew off 
the ratepayers of this union the enormous sum of 16,485 l, a charge prodigally 
incurred under circumstances over which memorialists were not permitted to 
exercise any control, and of the accuracy of which they have not been able to 
satisfy themselves. 

That the persons who were relieved under the Labour Rate Acts were not 
generally proper objects for poor-law relief; but, even if they were, a small 
portion of the money now demanded, if placed at the disposal of the guardians 
of this union, would have been sufficient. 

That the wanton waste of money expended on roads and other public works, 
most of which were left unfinished, and for which the grand juries of the 

counties 
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counties had to present and levy off the very ratepayers now called on again to Carack-on-Suir. 

pay, is another powerful reason why (if the sums cannot be remitted) that they 

ought this year to be postponed. 

That our poor-rates, though apparently lower than other unions in the south 
of Ireland, are, in reality, as high, and do not truly indicate the actual condition 
of this union, inasmuch as they have been based on an unrevised, valuation of 
over eleven years’ standing, and made avowedly on so high a scale in 1839, when 
wheat was 40 s. a barrel, and it is now only 17 a barrel ; so that a 3 s. 6 d. rate 
on the said valuation now is, in reality, equivalent to over a 7 s. rate on the 
actual present value of the union property. 

That the ratepayers of this union have, during the past years of unexampled 
difficulty and distress, endured the greatest privations, under daily deteriorating 
circumstances, in providing for the relief of the poor, many of them nearly 
paupers themselves ; that owing to the partial failure of the wheat, and the 
almost total destruction of the potato crop, the staple crops of the union this 
year, combined with the unprecedented low prices of agricultural produce, 
wheat being so low as 17 s. a barrel, the condition of the ratepayers is truly 
disheartening to contemplate ; with fearfully augmenting liabilities, a debt due 
to the treasurer, and a further sum beiug about to be borrowed, and with daily 
decreasing capabilities to meet them, memorialists feeling deeply convinced of 
their present utter inability to do more than meet, if they can, the demands for 
the ordinary expenditure and rate-in-aid, cannot "but regard the imposition of 
additional taxation for discharge of the consolidated annuities, under such 
circumstances, as calculated to ruin the ratepayers, fearfully to multiply 
pauperism, and to generate in the minds of the people generally, feelings fatally 
adverse to the wholesome administration of the laws for relief of the poor 
in this union, where memorialists have laboured, and successfully, to render 
their operations effectual for the relief of the really destitute, without being 
wholly ruinous to the ratepayers. 

Your memorialists submit, that the expenses incurred during so severe a 
dispensation of Providence should have been considered as a national calamity, 
and as such been paid out of the national resources, as the twenty millions 
granted to the slaveowners of the British colonies, and pray your Lordships to 
defer the repayment of said annuities, particularly the Labour Rate Acts, until 
memorialists shall have been afforded an opportunity, at least, of submitting 
the whole case of these liabilities to the consideration of Parliament during the 
last Session. 

On behalf of the Board, 

William Osborne Briscoe, Chairman. 

Charles Dooly, Clerk of Union. 



10 .— UNION OF ABBEYLEIX. 

To the Right Honourable and Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Abbeyleii. 

Majesty’s Treasury. . 

The Memorial of the Board of Guardians of the Abbeylcix Union, in the 

Queen’s Courtly : 

Showeth, 

That memorialists are anxious, to the full extent of their resources, to repay 
their just debts, so far as they, or those whom they represent, had any control 
in the expenditure, or benefit from the outlay ; but whilst expressing this 
anxiety, they are desirous to press upon your Lordships the following facts and 
reasons, in order to induce your Lordships to stay the execution of the order, 
by which the sum mentioned in the sealed order of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners of the 7 th July 1851 would be appropriated, until the meeting of Par- 
liament, so as to give your memorialists, through their representatives there, 
an opportunity of calling the attention of the Legislature to the hardship of at 
this time calling on this union for repay meut of advances, as well as to test the 
principle upon which some of the debts mentioned in the letter of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, dated 32th August 1851, are sought to be charged upon 
this union. 

250 . b 3 1st. That 
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1st. That the Union of Abbeyleix is for the most part very impoverished, 
and unable to bear, now after a period of seven years’ distress and high rates, 
any increased burthen; and that any hope of a resuscitation amongst the former 
class would, by a very slight pressure, be annihilated. Fearing such, this 
Board, in striking the rate now about to be raised, did so on the very lowest 
possible calculation ; and now that the failure of the potato crop is increasing, 
memorialists cannot hope to avoid another rate in the following spring, so that 
the present rate cannot in fairness be taken as a criterion of the condition of the 
union ; having been struck low in consideration of the circumstances of the 
ratepayers, and in the hope of encouragement to the holders of small farms 
liable to rate. 

2d. That besides the ordinary rate for union purposes, memorialists have 
included in the present rate a proportion (the second) of the rate-in-aid (of 
which the Union of Abbeyleix had no benefit). The former portion of this 
rate was, and this will, no doubt, be paid on the gross valuation of the union, 
without deductions for unoccupied tenements or uncollected arrears. 

3d. That the Medical Charities Bill, being now on the eve of coming into 
operation, will be an additional expense on the Union of Abbeyleix ; which, if 
pressed with the annuity now required, it would be unable to bear, however 
advantageous the effects of that Bill might he. 

4th. That memorialists have incurred heavy expenses for emigration in this 
union ; and also, in order to save the necessity of a large rate in this period of 
agricultural struggle, your memorialists have incurred debts to the amount of 
3,545 /., to be paid out of the rate now being raised. 

As to debts sought to be charged, memorialists beg to press upon your 
Lordships the fact, that they have not. as yet obtained any detailed account of 
the sums sought to be repaid ; for the letters of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
dated 12 th and 27th August 1851, respectively, cannot be considered as such. 

Memorialists, although admitting they are liable to the claim of 6,971 /. 3 s. 
expense of building the workhouse; and 3,464 L 19 s. 8 d., under the Temporary 
Relief Act (although the guardians had no control over the expenditure), yet 
the sum of 6,618/. Is. 3 d. and 1,019/. 13s. 2 id. by the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners’ letter ot the 12th August 1851, sought to be charged in respect of the 
unpaid instalments of the Labour Rate Act, and of advances under 1 Viet, 
cap. 21 , and 9 Viet, cap 1, are open to the further additional objection that as 
yet no satisfactory account of its expenditure had been rendered, or advantage 
had by its outlay, upon which grounds two grand juries of the Queen’s county 
refused to present for any instalment, except upon account, having in vain called 
for detailed accounts, besides which, the expenditure under the Labour Rate 
Act was continued beyond the period at first contemplated. 

Memorialists think that the sum of 3 A per cent, charged is exorbitant, when 
extended to a forty years’ annuity, and submit such was not within the meaning 
of the law upon the subject, particularly under the 1st sect, of 13 Viet. cap. 14 , 
in which 3 per cent, is stated to be the rate at which the money then advanced 
was to he charged. 

In fine, ) our memorialists admit that they are liable to repay the Oovernment 
the sum of 6,971 1. 3 s. 6| d. for building, and also the sum of’3,464 /. 19 s. 8 d. 
under the Temporary Relief Act, and that, when the state of the union be 
more prosperous, and it be relieved from the rate-in-aid and other extraneous 
charges, to do all in their power to raise the money with reasonable interest. 

That memorialists respectfully protest against the payment of the balance of 
the labour rate and other monies spent under 1 Viet, cap 21, and 9 Viet, 
cap. 1, now included in the annuity sought to be raised, as memorialists feel 
the pressure and injustice of repaying money over the expenditure of which 
memorialists had no control, and in the outlay of which no advantage has been 
obtained, but rather injuries inflicted. 

The sum for building and temporary relief, from which alone the union has 
received any benefit, and which alone memorialists think the union liable to, 
amounts to 10,436/. 3 s. 2A d., for which an annuity of 846 l. 6 s. 9g d. for the 
next 40 years is sought to be levied, and which would amount to 33,853 /. 12s. 6 d. 

bigned on behalf of the Board of Guardians, this 25 th September 1851 . 

Robert Hamilton Stubber, 

Chairman of the Board. 
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II— THOMASTOWN UNION. 

Copy of Resolution passed at a Meeting of the Board of Guardians of the 
above Lnion, held on the 26th September 1851 , with a request that John 
Poteen Esq. be requested to forward same to the Right Honourable the 
Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

Pkoposed by Air. Peter Cornelian, j.p., and seconded by Mr. John De Mont- 
morency, j.r. and unanimously resolved, That whilst we admit onr liability to 
e payment of the advances made by the Government for temporary relief and 
the erection of the workhouses, we feel that we have a just claim on the favour- 
able consideration ot the Lords of the Treasury in consequence of the continued 
depression of agricultural interests, in requesting that they will considerably 
abate the amount of their claim on our union for the former; and with regard 
to the labour rate, the impost of which was forced upon us contrary to the most 
urgent remonstrances of our representatives in Parliament, and the operation of 
winch was in every way most injurious to the interests of the country, we 
respectfully submit that in justice we are entitled to be altogether relieved’ from 
the repayment of it. 

Signed on behalf of the Meeting, 

Countersigned, John p Chairman. 

John F. M l Cart an. 



12.— UNIONS OF COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 

To the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial from a Meeting composed of Representatives of the collective 
Hoards ot Guardians of the county Roscommon : 

Showeth, 

That it is the anxious wish of the guardians of the poor to discharge all le»al 
liabilities when in a position to do so. 

That the present state of the different unions in the county renders it almost 
a matter of impossibility to carry on the ordinary relief of the poor. Some 
electoral divisions are barely able to discharge their present liabilities, while in 
others we fear it will be found totally impossible. 

That heavy arrears of poor rate are outstanding in many electoral divisions 
which it is almost hopeless to expect to collect from the impoverished rate- 
payers till a return to better times, and that between county cess and poor rates 
all classes connected with the occupation and ownership of land feel themselves 
most greivously overburthened. 

That the value of all rateable property within the county has within late years 
fallen from 25 to 40 per cent. 

That while emerging from the state of depression consequent upon the direful 
visitation with which it has pleased Providence to visit this unhappy country, 
your memorialists have seen with great dismay the heavy proposed addition to 
their rates by the sealed order of the Poor Law Commissioners, requiring 
payment of the consolidated annuities under the 13th Viet. cap. 14 . sec. 4 . 

That to enforce payment of these annuities at present would cause a still 
further deterioration of all rateable property, the land to be abandoned, the 
industrious portion of the population to emigrate, and would render the different 
unions of the county generally unable to support their own poor. 

That the potato disease has again appeared, and again threatens to be most 
destructive, even to the loss of half the crop in some portions of the countrj r . 

That under the above circumstances your memorialists would urge the im- 
policy of enforcing the payment of these annuities at the present moment, and 
most earnestly entreat that the collection may not be exacted until our country 
somewhat recovers from a state of depression and bankruptcy, and therefore 
pray the suspension of the sealed order of the Poor Law Commissioners, which 
would, if enforced, compel a collection, amounting to from 5 to 20 per cent, on 

2 5°- b 4 our 



Thomastown. 



Unions of Count 
of Roscommon. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Unions of County 
of Roscommon. * 



Rallyvaughan. 



16 MEMORIALS FROM POOR LAW UNIONS IN IRELAND 



our poor-law valuation, and render a large proportion of the ratepayers totally 
unable to meet the ordinary demands for the support of the poor in their several 
districts. 

Signed, by order of the meeting, 

_ _ Lor ton. Chairman. 

Koscommou, 29 September 1851. 



13.— UNION OF BALLYVAUGHAN. 



To the Right Honourable Lord John Russell, First Lord of Her Majesty's. 

Treasury, &c., &c. 

The Memorial of the Guardians of the Poor of the Ballyvaughan Union, 
in the county of Clare : 

Respectfully showeth, 

. That the union of Ballyvaughan lias been and yet continues to be in a very 
distressed and insolvent state, so as to have required. and yet to require contribu- 
tions out of the rate- in-aid fund, for the relief of the destitution of that district. 

fnat large farms in the union jure waste and- unoccupied, while from the- 
failure of the potato crop, and the apprehensions caused by heavy taxation, the 
farmers are generally emigrating with their effects, and thereby reducing the 
means out of which rates might be levied. 

That the able-bodied male labourers have gone to work to England, leavino- 
their wives and children an increasing and unjust burthen on the rates of the 
union. 

That in consequence of the above deplorable staie of the union, debts have 
recently been contracted by this Board amounting to 2 , 000 1. and upwards, to 
recover which some of the contractors have commenced law proceedings. 

That the Poor Law Commissioners have led this Board to hope, that further 
aid out of the rate-in-aid fund will be advanced to them, but that from the 
pressure on them they have been recently obliged to declare rates on some of 
the electoral divisions most indebted to the contractors, as follow ; videlicet 



On Gleninagh - - 20 - in the pound. 

„ Derreen - - 17 6 „ ‘ 

,, Lisdoonvarna - - iij - n 

„ Drumcreeliy - - 12 - „ 

for the necessary requirements of these districts for six months, and that too 
on an over-high valuation of the lands of the union. 

That the requirements of the other districts will compel this Board to strike 
rates for a similar period, averaging 8 .?. in the pound sterling. 

That if the above necessary rates be put into course of collection, the whole 
union will become waste and depopulated, but your memorialists hope that 
turther timely assistance from the rate-in-aid fund will avert such terrible 
calamity. 

That the large expenditure under the Land Improvement Act of about 
-I oute. by Messrs. Pierse Creagh and Cornelius Creagh in the electoral division 
ot Mount, Elya, had hitherto kept down the rates of that division, and lightened' 
those on the adjoining division of Lisdoonvarna, but that the repayment of 
such land improvement loans is now a heavy tax on the properties of these 
proprietors. 1 1 

1 hat the circumstances of this union are more particularly set forth in a 
memorial to the Poor Law Commissioners, a copy of which was lately trails- 
nnued to tbe Treasury, and to which your memorialists beg leave to direct 
your Lordship’s attention. ® 

Your memorialists therefore pray, that the above facts may be taken in<o 
your consideration : and, if it seem expedient, just, and politic so to do, that 
vour Lordship will order the suspension of the sealed orders sent to this union 
mr the assessment and repayment of the Government advances under the 
l-stli Victoria. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 

Signed on behalf of the Board, and by their orders, 

3 October 1851 . Pim ‘ Cn “ gK Chair “' 
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Memorial to the Poor Law Commissioners referred to above. 

To the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland. 

Tl fhe“ra°4' I of 0 Cfare BOard of Guardims of Ballyvaughan Union, in 
Showeth, 

t ? HAT c a I in f rec ? !ved a drcular from the Commissioners in reference to the 
labour Rate Annuity Act, and having been also called upon to pay to the 
vice-guardmns of the Enmstymon Union a claim putfonvard by them for 1,000/ 
i B " d have resolved to lay before the Commissioners a full statement of the 
embarrassed position of the union, with a view of showing its utter inability to 
r 1 , 01 '', of tbe abo . Te cIaim . s - and Wltb ‘lie further hope that timely relief may 
pressure on them ^te-m-ard fund to enable this Board to sustain the 

Your memorialists show, that the Union of Ballyvaughan comprises the 
gr ter portion of the barony of Burren, in the county of Clare, and formed 
untd February 1851 a portion ,of the old Union of Enmstymon, and then con- 

Raftbornev el “ to f 1 * s ‘™ ts . of B “rreu, Curren, Drumcreely, HiUonohan, and 
Rathbornej That about 11 years since a valuation (which was then considered 
over-high) for poor-law purposes ot the Union of Eunistymon, had been made 
by Mr. Powell ; and that in September 1850 a new valuation of that portion of 
its area now comprising the Ballyvaughan Union had been made or completed 
’ Ihi r ° n i M h ° " du . ced . th ? old over-high valuation by only abouf one- 
third theieof, which reduction is altogether insufficient, so as to have a fair and 
legal valuation, for poor-law purposes, of the lands of the union ; and which 
reduction is scarcely sufficient to meet the fall in the prices of agricultural pro- 
duce, consequent on free trade, without at all taking into account the disastrous 

in„i e “ Ce °£ c 1 P 1 ' otracted fa “™ e on the value of land, or without making an 
allowance of fully 50 per cent, for heavy poor rates. 

Your memorialists further direct attention to the fact, that if their Union of 
.Ballyvaughan would now be valued on a similar scale with the Union of Kildy- 

other unions in this same county, the present valuation thereof would 

be still further reduced by at least 20 per cent. more. Your memorialists further 
state, that the barony of Burren, which as aforesaid, with the exception of six 
or seven townlands is coterminous with the present Union of Ballyvaughan 
suffered, and yet suffers, from the potato blight more than any other -district in 
Clare, owing to its mountainous structure and its greater elevation over the 
, w • Sea; an( ? y° ur mem <>rialists further show, that while in such state 
of suffering, and while the aforesaid then enormously high valuation of Mr. 
Bowel 1 was enforced, heavy and destructive rates were struck and levied on the 
electoral districts now comprising the Ballyvaughan Union, from September 
1848 to September 1849 inclusive, amounting to a poundage rate of from 
l i lQd ' ° n JJrumci ' eel . v . highest rated district, to 10s. 8 d. on Rathbornev 
the lowest rated district, being an average poundage rate on the present Ballv- 
vaughan Union of 11 s. 8 d. within the above period. 

. y° l }. r memorialists show, that such a rate was, at the time of its collection 
virtually even on the present valuation by Mr. Cannon, a rate of 18;. 6 & in 
the pound sterling, and upwards. 

Your memorialists further show, that by the collection of such hio-h rates this 
union became rapidly impoverished; and that thereby, while whole townlands 
became and yet are waste and unoccupied, the greater part of the lands of the 
union are not one-fourth part either fully stocked or cultivated ; that (as may 
appear by the recent Police returns) not one-sixth the quantity of sheep that had 
been m the union three years ago, or one-fourth the quantity of cattle then 
therein, are now to be found in the whole of this union ; while from emio-ration, 
pestilence, and famine, the population has been reduced to nearly one°-half of 
what it had been at the commencement of the famine, and at the same time 
pauperism has so frightfully increased, by the imposition of each successive rate 
in so famine-stricken a district, that more than one-fourth of the remaining 
population of the union have recently been recipients of in-door or out-door 
relief; while the number of such paupers are, in consequence of the continued 
failure of the potato crop, sure to increase, particularly if heavy rates continue 
to be collected, it being impossible, in a district without trade, manufactures, or 
2 b 0, C commerce, 
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Ballyvaughan. 



commerce, for three-fourths of an impoverished rural population to support the 
remaining one-fourth in idleness, the heavy rates leaving them nothing for the 
sustenance of their own families. 

Your memorialists show that the large rate of September 1849 , of about 
5s. 8 d. in the pound sterling on the old high valuation (equal to 8 s. 6 d. on the 
present valuation), was struck and intended for the support till May 1850 of 
the then five districts of Killohonen, Rathborney, Carran, Burren, and Drum- 
creely, now forming as aforesaid one Union of Ballyvaughan ; and that on the 
formation of this new union the Board of Guardians, as soon as they were enabled 
to procure the valuation books from Mr, Cannon (a valuation not appointed by 
them, but by the former vice-guardians of the old Ennistymon Union), pro- 
ceeded at once to strike rates in the month of October 1850 on the several new 
electoral districts, to the following amount; viz.: 



Drumcreely 

Derreen 

Glenninagh 

Lisdoonvarna 

Rathborney 

Abbey 

Oughtmonin 

Carron 

Castletown - 

Mount Elva 

Noughavil - 



Poundage 

Rate. 


Net Value. 


Amount of Rate. 


s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


4 1 


1,058 10 - 


217 19 11| 


5 - 


719 10 - 


183 7 6 


5 - 


618 10 - 


149 10 - 


3 1 


960 - - 


150 9 4 


2 9 


1,082 - - 


153 - 0 


2 8 


1,519 - - 


202 2 8 


2 8 


957 - - 


132 6 - 


1 8 


1,246 15 - 


108 15 - 


1 10 


1,090 15 - 


100 7 G 


1 8 


1,392 5 - 


117 2 11 


1 6 


1,700 10 - 


130 1 9 



y°ur memorialists further show, that the valuation of Mr. Cannon was so 
unequal and erroneous, that a revision thereof became necessary ■ and althoush 

SSfCff “ ed ' “ or competent ^akiator 

Ollier than Mr. O Bnen offered his services to this Board ; and though he oosi 
■vely engaged to complete his revision of the valuation within a limited period 
l; *2 delayed.it for some time longer, whereby this Board were unable fcfstrike 
a further rate toll the mouth of July last ; but this Board respectMy scbmte at 
masmuch as they intend to strike another rate before the month of October next’ 
lutes w, n have been struck since August 1840 on the lands of this union accoXff 
to their respective requirements, of larger amount than the ratepayers ibl? 

produ^inX IfceLtd Sric^ofthf rnio^^d 1s‘ eridSefe°f “ d 



Rathborney - - 4 ,. _rf. t h e pound. 

Abbey - - - 3 1 

Carron- - - 2 3 ’ ” 

Castletown - - 2 10 ” ” 

Drumcreely - - 5 9 ” ” 

Glenninagh --99 ” ” 



Mount Elva 

Lisdoonvarna, 4 8 ” ” 

Nougbeval - 1 7 ” ” 

Oughtmarna, 3 a ’ ” 



af0reSaitl f™™ieations from the 
following amounts, struck by them in the monXof JulyTa^t / vS ‘° ° f the 





Poundage 


Valuation. 






Rate. 


Amount of Rate. 


Dereen - 


s. d. 


£■ s. d. 


£. s. d. 


Glenninagh - 


5 — 


719 10 - 


179 17 6 


Drumcreely - _ _ 


® ~ 


618 10 - 


154 12 6 


Lisdoonvarna _ 


0 - 


1,058 10 - 


261 8 9 


Rathborney _ 


4 8 
4 7 


960 - _ 
1,082 - - 


224 - - 
247 19 2 



And 
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And so in proportion according to their requirements on the remaining elec- 
toral distorts ; and your memorialists submit that such their compliance with 
he recommendations of the Commissioners chiefly lead to a great portion of 
the debt due by the distressed districts of this Union to the Ennistymon vice- 
guardians ; and this Board were the more ready to reduce such declared ratine 
by the impression conveyed to their minds by the letters of the Commissioner 
that the Commissioners would procure for them a portion of the rate-in-aid fund 
to assist in feeding the paupers of the overburthened and pauperized districts of 
the union particularly, as the rate-in -aid was wrongfully levied off this union- 
and your memorialists show that the small sum given to the union out of the 
rate-in-aid fund was, by an order of the Commissioners, set apart for building 
purposes consequent on the alteration of this union, and that, so far from such 
disposal of such sum affording any relief to the union, it entailed a heavy outlay 
bom the rates of the union m completing such building and in providing sam'e 
with bedding, clothing, and furniture. y B 

Your memorialists further show that the rate on Noughavil district was eom- 
Poor I* y i Slt f' 0m ‘ ,le ad . ra “tages it possesses by the arrangements of the 
Poor Law Boundary Commissioners over the other districts, by reason of its 
greater value and extent and its smaller population, and that the rate on Mount 
fl was justly and meritoriously lighter than on some other electoral districts 
because (as the Commissioners may ascertain the fact from the Land Improve’ 
ment office) Messrs. Pierce Creagh and Cornelius Creagh have, by an expen 
ditnre as yet of more than 3,000/., been for the lasttwo years and upwards 
giving employment in that district to many persons who but for such employ 
ment would be paupers chargeable on the rates of that district, and the’ 
repayment of such expenditure to the Lords of the Treasury imposes a burthen 

rtirtof AbT ‘"l? °? ‘if P r °P er 5 es ° f M®™. Creagh; while in the dis- 
tiict of Abbey, William J. Skerrett, Esq., a resident proprietor, has been also 
giving extensive employment on bis demesne, which has tended to reduce the 
requirements of that district. 

And your memorialists respectfully submit that, in considering or examinino- 
the amount of rates struck on the union, it would be illegal, unjust, and unfair 
to calculate an average of such rates, and that such an uneandid course if 
pursued, would tend to mislead or delude as to tile real state of this union. ’ 

. Your memorialists further submit, that although their union is now in a more 
impoverished state than any other in Clare, or perhaps in Ireland, yet they 
have not had the advantages of emigration for paupers afforded to less distressed 
unions by which the pressure in them was relieved, because from the regula- 
tmns ot the Commissioners, and this union not being long formed, this Board 
were not allowed to send more than two pauper girls to Australia, although 
moie than 100 are now eligible for emigration, and because no grant for emi- 
gration to America was allowed to them as it had been to better circumstanced 
unions, which advantage tins union, as well from its pauperism so dispropor- 
tionate to its value, as from its want of workhouse accommodation, is pre-emi 
nently entitled to; and your memorialists respectfully and earnestly hope that 
means will be speedily placed at their disposal to enable them to send to 
America at least 100 of their female paupers. And your memorialists further 
show, that they are in debt to contractors for necessaries supplied to the work- 
house m a sum of about 1,100 and that the arrears outstanding of the present 
rate, even if collected off the waste and unoccupied townlands and farms of the 
union, would be insufficient to pay such contractors, and would leave nothin- 
loi the discharge of any part of the sum of 1,000/. claimed bv the vice°- 
guardians of the Ennistymon Union, or for the present support of the paupers 
of the union; and your memorialists hope that the Commissioners will not 
enforce payment of the debt claimed by the vice-guardians of the Ennistymon 
Union, especially as the latter have been particularly favoured in having re- 
ceived out of the rate-in-aid fund about 10 , 000 /. (as your memorialists have 
Deen miormed for the new- and circumscribed Union o'f Ennistymon) ■ and in 
any case your memorialists object to the whole of the claim of the vice-’ 
guardians, and deny its accuracy to a considerable extent, inasmuch as it has 
Been recently discovered that a large number of persons long previously dead 
or who had left the Ennistymon workhouses months before, bad remained oii 
that union workhouse books up to Saturday the 30 th of August; and even up 
25 °- « to 
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to a later period wrongfully charged against the Ballyvaughan Union, and into 
this fact your memorialists seek a full inquiry. 

And your memorialists show, that although they have for the. present discon- 
tinued out-door relief, yet they apprehend that such out-door relief must shortly 
be resumed ; and your memorialists show, that the requirements of the distressed 
electoral districts of the union, and the support of their pauperism, cannot be 
at all relieved from any amount of rate from the districts liable thereto, even if 
the whole of the cattle, sheep, farming-stock, and agricultural produce of these 
districts would be swept away by the rate-collectors. 

_ ^ our memorialists further show, and the requirements of the several electoral 
districts would require, for the next twelve months, rates of the following 
amount ; viz. : * * 



Glenninagk, a poundage of 
Derreen „ 

Drumcreely „ 

Lisdoonvarna „ 
Rathbarney „ 

Abbey „ 

Carvan „ 

Castletown „ 

Mount Elva „ 

Noughavil ,, 

Oughtmanin „ 



£- s. d. 
1 8 - 
1 6 - 
- 18 - 

- 17 .6 

- 15 - 

- 10 - 
- 8 - 
-86 

- 7 11 

- 7 - 

- 12 6 



Your memorialists further show that the other taxes for the year amount on 
the poor-law valuation, to 4s. 6 d. in the pound sterling, additional ; viz. : ’ 

s. d. 

3 - in the pound. 

1 - „ 

- 6 



Grand Jury rates 
Tithe rent-charge 
Quits and Crown rent 



\ our memorialists hope that the above facts will be taken into your serious 
consideration, and that the influence of the Commissioners will be used with 
the Lords of the Treasury to convince the latter that it is inexpedient to issue 
their certificate to compel this union to pay any portion of the demands of the 
Treasury under the Annuity Act, and that the Lords Commissioners may 
exercise the discretionary power which is vested in them of withholding their 
SIS ag , mSt d ’ str . esse . cl Un j on of Ballyvaughan. And your memo- 
wLwtl S W ’ h f® ISSUing of S1 ? ch certificates would speedily cause 
the whole of this union to become an uninhabited waste. 

.A”; )’ our memorialists cannot refrain f rom cal i; ng your attention t0 the in _ 
justice of calling on them to contribute a sum of 3,329 1. as their alleged portion 
vLhf t, °! b ' lll m ® the Enmstymon workhouses, which would be an annual 
rent of about 330/. a year for the use of that workhouse for the last ten years - 
and tour memorialists object to such item in the account furnished and the 

r°Oorfor C rt ar ^ -n as “ ow calIed u P° n t0 sign 0 bond, in the sum of 

e,- 00 f, for the building of their own parent workhouse in Bally vaimhan • and 
tour memorialists object altogether, particularly in the present insolvent state of 

llmlVctif “ 1,mS fUmiShed ” ‘ he a “° mt *° *"• 

' onr ” emc,rlal ! st f further show, that in consequence of many farms beina 
now wa-te, very little of the outstanding rate is collectable, and as the coif 

tI,e SUPp!ieS t0 “ le ^o-aTn 

consequence ot the debts due to them, your memorialists hope that a portion of 
the rate-in-aid fund may be speedily placed at their disposal” to enable” em to 

"h e ed” V deSMtUtiM ° f * he ““Y P«P-h£i ditriTtf iK 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 

Signed on behalf and by order of the Board, 

Dated this 13th day of September 18 = 1 . 0 ^*> Cha; ™ an - 
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14.— UNION OF DONOUGHMORE. 

To the Right Honourable and Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Guardians of the Poor of the Donombme Union 
in the Queen’s County : 

Showeth, 

That memorialists find with alarm, through an order from the Commissioners 
for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, that your Lord- 
ships, m virtue of the discretionary powers vested in you, have called for repay- 
ment of advances under the Annuities Act of a late Session of Parliament 
That while there are certain items in the account of the debt claimed from 
this union to which memorialists offer no objection, such as the loan for build- 
ing, of which they are anxious to commence the repayment at once, and the 
loans under the Temporary Relief Act, as far as the actual expenditure, which 
they are willing to pay by way of annuity as soon as the improved condition of 
the county mitigates in some degree the intense distress now generally prevail- 
ing, there are others which they think it harsh and oppressive to be called upon 
to repay m any case, as they neither exercised any control in, nor derived any 
benefit from the outlay, but on the contrary protested strongly against it as a 
•wasteful, demoralizing system of relief, of which they foresaw the evil conse- 
quences. Such is the labour-rate charge, to which memorialists conceive the 
poor rates are not justly or fairly liable, any more than to the monies expended 
under the Acts l Viet. cap. 21 , & 9 Viet. cap. 1 . 

That memorialists would impress upon your Lordships the fact, that the 
poundage on account of these annuities must of necessity be highest in the 
poorest and most insolvent divisions; and therefore any argument based upon 
averages will, as regards such districts, be but deceptive and illusory. 

That memorialists are grieved to inform your Lordships that at 'this moment 
•the ratal disease is making rapid progress in the potato crop, which is already 
affected to such an extent as cannot fail to aggravate the sufferings of the poor 
and throw much greater numbers upon the rates. 

... memorialists are subject at this moment, over and above their own 
liabilities, to an extraneous charge amounting to 293 /. 19 s. loW under 
the head of rate-in-aid, which they consider it a hardship to have had imposed 
■upon them. r 

That, in addition to the foregoing facts and reasons, memorialists would 
respectfully submit to your Lordships, that a country which has now for several 
successive years been afflicted by the Almighty with the destruction of so laro-e 
a portion of the food upon which the people subsisted, with blight and deficiency 
in the cereal crops, with the ravages of the distemper in cattle ; and by man, in 
lowering the value of such articles of produce as she was in the habit of export, 
ing, and on which her resources entirely depend ; a country from which a "fourth 
ot her inhabitants have vanished within a few years, the victims of famine and 
of dire distress, and from which thousands are still flying as fast as the means 
come within their reach ; a country with a vast portion of its arable land lying 
idle and waste, and a vaster still only half stocked and cropped ; a country 
where the value of property has been unnaturally and unduly depreciated • 
where changes in the law have unsettled all the relations between the owners and’ 
occupiers of the soil ; where, in short, all classes are suffering from financial 
prostration and exhaustion, is not at such a moment in a condition to be sub- 
jected to increased taxation by a Government administering the affairs of a rich 
and prosperous nation, enjoying unbounded credit and commerce, and whose 
finances are so flourishing as to afford a surplus revenue ; and therefore me- 
morialists pray that your Lordships will be pleased to recall for the present the 
order for impounding their rates, and diverting them from the support and 
maintenance of the poor of this union. 

(signed) Robert Hamilton Stubber, 
Chairman of a Meeting of the Boardof Guardians, held 
on Friday, the 3d October 1851, signing on behalf 
of the Guardians present. 
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Callan. 



Unions of the 
Province of Con- 
naught. 



15.— UNION OF CALLAN. 

Killaghy Castle, Mullinahone, 

My Lords, 4 October 1851. 

I beg to enclose you a copy of the resolutions passed by the Board of Guar- 
dians of the Callan Union, on the 24th September last, and I would take the 
liberty of drawing your Lordships’ attention to the hardship inflicted on those 
electoral divisions who were too poor to raise a voluntary collection, and there- 
fore o’ot no portion of the national gift, and are now called on to pay the full 
amount of all advanced, and to pay it under exactly the same circumstances as 
those highly favoured elector.il divisions, which are now very lightly rated, in 
consequence of having received the Government gift in 1847. 

Also, that the Union of Callan has not been valued since its first foundation 
in 1840, and which was most imperfectly done at that time, and not at all 
rateable, the portion in Kilkenny county having been since then valued by 
Griffith, and that portion reduced, which reduction did not affect the Tipperary 
portion until now, when a union charge and union rating is made. All we ask 
is fair play and a reasonable time to endeavour to liquidate our debts, when 
impartially charged to our debit. 

I have, See., 

(signed) Wm. Despard , j. .p. 

Deputy Vice-Chairman of the Union of Callan. 

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



Extract] from Minutes of Guardians of the above Union, at a Meeting held 
on Wednesday, 24th September 1851. 

In the Chair, Wm. Despard, j. p. 

“ Mr. Lorenzo N. Izod moved, seconded by Mr. Thomas Shaw, and passed 
unanimously, That seeing the demand now made upon this impoverished 
union by the Government, for the advances made for the support of the poor in 
the years of famine, and said advances required to be repaid with compound 
interest, or in other words, the principal to be repaid with interest upon interest, 
and seeing that the financial concerns of this union have been for the last three 
years carried on on the personal guarantee of some of its guardians, and on which 
guarantee our treasurer is now in advance no less a sum than 2,500 l., the Board 
do request to be furnished by the Lords of the Treasury or the Poor Poor Law 
Commissioners with a statement of the particulars of the claim now made upon 
this union for the payment of a sum of 54,080/., showing the sum paid on 
account of the different electoral divisions and townlands, stating the particulars 
of the interest demanded, and the credit the union is entitled to on account of 
repayments made for the said advances or from any other sources ; also 
stating the amount remitted or forgiven by Act of Parliament or otherwise to 
the union. 

(signed) “ Wm Despard, Chairman ” 



16.— UNIONS OF THE PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 

To the Lord Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Members of the several Boards of Guardians of the 
Province of Connaught, in public Meeting assembled at Ballinasloe, on 
Tuesday, the 7th day of October 1851. 

Showeth, 

That whilst they are ready to acknowledge their liability to the repayment of 
the Government advances where it can be shown that value in public works has 
been received, and to the repayment of such portions of the monies expended in 
relief as can be fairly charged against them, they cannot in the absence of all 
particulars of the Government demands consent (by striking rates) to make 
themselves parties to the imposition of a tax so onerous to their already over- 
burdened fellow countrymen, and which will continue during so long a period 
of time. 

And 
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And they consider they have a fair claim to demand that a careful investi- 
gation should be entered upon before Committees of both Houses of Parliament, 
to ascertain to what amount repayment can with justice be demanded and 
insisted on with due regard to the interests and circumstances of the country. 

And your memorialists must object to being made agents for the collection of 
a tax which does not strictly come within the limits of their duties as guardians 
of the poor, as they consider such a course would not only very seriously inter- 
fere with the due working of the poor law, but introduce the novel and very dan- 
gerous precedent of Boards of Guardians being converted into instruments of 
taxation for the purposes of public revenue. 

Your memorialists therefore pray, that your Lordships will take this memorial 
into your most anxious and favourable consideration. 

Signed on behalf of the Meeting, 

Clancarty , Chairman. 

Edmund Flaherty , Secretary. 



17— UNION OF CARRICK-ON-SHANNON. 

Extracts from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 

Carrick-on-Shannon Union, at their Meeting held on Wednesday, the 8th 

day of October 1851. 

“ Proposed by Richard Stafford, Esq., seconded by Charles R. Peyton, Esq. 

“ Resolved , That this Board are anxious to the full extent of their resources 
to repay their just debts as far as they, or those whom they represent, had any 
control in the expenditure or benefit of the outlay. 

“ That the union of Carrick-on-Shannon is for the most part very impoverished, 
and unable to bear now, after a period of seven years’ distress and high rates, 
any increased burdens ; and that any hope of a resuscitation amongst the* 3 farming 
classes would by a very slight pressure be annihilated ; fearing which, this 
Board, in striking the rate now collecting, did so on the very lowest possible 
calculation, and now that the failure of the potato crop is increasing, this Board 
cannot hope long to avoid another rate, the present rates cannot in fairness be 
taken as a criterion of the condition of this union, having been struck low in 
consideration of the circumstances of the ratepayers, and in the hope of encou- 
ragement to the holders of small farms liable to rates. 

“That the Medical Charities Bill being now on the eve of coming into opera- 
tion, will be an additional expense on this union, which, if pressed with the 
annuity, it would be unable to bear, however advantageous the effects of that 
Bill may be. 

“ That this Board never expected to have to pay any interest of monies 
advanced ; that the sum of 3i per cent, charged is exorbitant when extended 
to a forty years’ annuity, and if now pressed to pay it this union will be reduced 
to a state of bankruptcy. 

“ That we made every effort in our power to prevent the progress of the several 
useless and mischievous works carried on in this union by Government officers, 
in the years 1840 and 1847, but without any avail, and they were carried on in 
despite of all our remonstrances. 

“ Resolved , That our most noble chairman, the Marquis of Westmeath, be 
requested to forward these resolutions to Lord John Russell and the Poor Law 
Commissioners, and use his influence with them to take our case into their 
favourable consideration.” 



18— UNION OF OUGHTERARD. 

Oughterard Union Board Room, Monday, 6 October 1851 . 

Memorial verbatim the same as the one from the Guardians of the Thurles 
Union, dated 23d September 1851, page 11 . 

(signed) G . F. O’Flaheriie, Chairman. 

H. Flanagan. Clerk of Union. 

250. c 4 
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Skull and Skib- 
bereen. 



Unions of the 
County of Loner- 
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19.— UNIONS OF SKULL AND SKIBBEREEN. 

To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Guardians of the Poor Law Unions of Skull and 
Skibbereen : 

Respectfully showeth, 

That they have struck rates for the maintenance of the poor in their unions. 

That in obedience to the law of the land, memorialists have added to the rates 
the sums of money demanded by the Legislature for repayment of loans to your 
Lordships. 

Your memorialists complain that the monies advanced under the several Acts- 
were squandered in a most wasteful and inexpedient manner ; and though raised 
according to law, and expended according to its forms, the poor derived only 
partial benefit, the guardians exercised no control, the expenditure being 
intrusted to Government officers. 

Memorialists demand a comparison as to expenditure when out-door relief was 
administered by them as compared with that of the Government. 

That the successive failures of the potato crop in these unions led the 
guardians to the conviction that the payment of the annuities demanded by the 
Government is most difficult ; that the continuance for nearly seven years of over- 
whelming calamity has left the country in a state of prostration and poverty 
under which it can barely exist ; that the taxes already paid have been made 
from capital, not from income, the produce of the land being insufficient to 
support the people. 

Memorialists further state, that the corn crop of this year is inferior in quality 
and produce to those of former years. 

While memorialists acknowledge their deep debt of gratitude to the people of 
England for their exertions and splendid contributions for the relief of Ireland, 
and while half the debt incurred by Government on the occasion of the famine 
has been nominally wiped out of the charge against Ireland, memorialists beg to 
state that their position as debtors under the law has not been ameliorated, inas- 
much as the various additions for building purposes, &c., and claims for interest 
have increased the half debt to nearly its original amount. 

Memorialists are convinced that unless some postponement of the immediate 
payment of the Government loans be granted, that the extraordinary emigration 
at present taking place must tend eventually to depopulate the country. 

Memorialists venture to draw your Lordships’ attention to the position of the 
Skibbereen Union, the liabilities on the 29th September being about 4,500 1 ■ 
and the decrease in the number of paupers, when compared with neighbouring 
unions, being vastly less ; and pray that the sealed order of the Commissioners 
to the treasurers of the unions of Skull and Skibbereen for repayment of 
annuities be withdrawn, that the entire proceeds of the present collections mav 
be placed to their credit for the support of the poor. 

Memorialists are assured, that on equitable grounds, they have a well-founded 
claim to the favourable consideration of the Government ; and trust, that 
whatever may be the future arrangement of the Government, for the present the- 
collection of the repayment of the Government loan be suspended 

7th October 1851. 1 



20. — UNIONS OF THE COUNTY OF LONGFORD. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of a Meeting composed of the Representatives of the several 
Boards of Guardians; Landed Proprietors, and Ratepayers of the County 
of Longford : 

Respectfully showeth, 

That it being the anxious wish of the guardians of the poor to comply with 
the law, and to discharge their legal liabilities, they haye, in accordance with the 
sealed order of the Commissioners, added the amount of the annuities therein 

mentioned 
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mentioned to the rates lately struck, notwithstanding their sense of the imprac- Unions of the 
ticabilitj' of carrying out the measure, as well as the harshness and ruinous effects County of Long- 

of the attempt. ford * 

The guardians being unwilling that their proceedings should be considered as 
an approval of the order, accompanied it with a requisition for a county meeting, 
with a view to give weight and authority to the statement of those circumstances 
which justify them, as they conceive, in thus characterizing the effects of this 
order. 

It appears that, in many of the electoral divisions in the different unions, 
there are at present large arrears of rate, which, from their totally impoverished 
state, there is no prospect of collecting, nor are they in a condition to meet even 
the current liabilities for the support of the poor, circumstances well known to 
the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Various causes have led to the distressed state of these electoral divisions, 
amongst others the continued failure of the potato crop; the depressed value of 
agricultural produce ; the strong tide of emigration which has set in, leaving a 
large portion of the land untenanted, and thereby increasing the difficulties of 
meeting the liabilities of the unions, added to which rate-in-aid was levied on 
the Longford Union alone to the amount of 3,300 1. within the last two years. 

It is evident that any increase of taxation must have the effect of ruining many 
of the ratepayers in such divisions, who have, up to the present time, with diffi- 
culty held their position, and force those who have the means of emigration to 
leave a country where such an immediate increase of burthens deprives them of 
every hope for providing for their families, thus aggravating the evils resulting 
from the increase of untenanted lands. 

We feel justified also in observing, that this peremptory order for immediate 
payment seems little consonant with the spirit of the Act of Parliament under 
which it is made, and by the provisions of which an opportunity is afforded to 
the Lords of the Treasury of applying a different measure of treatment to the 
several unions according to their respective necessities, by postponing the time 
for the commencement of the pajmient of these annuities, as also to determine the 
duration of their continuance. 

If the Legislature contemplated one sweeping measure embracing all, and 
requiring immediate payment, there is no reason why the Act should not have 
provided accordingly. 

We feel confident it would be far more expedient, as well for the more effec- 
tual recovering of any portion of the debt, as also for the better interests of the 
county, if a postponement of the collecting of these annuities should be made 
for the present, even though the time of such postponement were to be deducted 
from the 40 years allowed for the raising of them. 

We cannot also avoid pressing on the consideration of the Government the 
manner in which a portion of this debt has been incurred, in respect of the 
lavish and reckless squandering of so large an amount on unproductive labour, 
notwithstanding frequent remonstrances against the mode of its application, and 
without an account being rendered to any union to satisfy it as to the items of 
the expenditure charged upon it; the necessity for such account being the more 
urgent from the unintelligible and unsatisfactory manner in which the annuities 
have been allocated on the different townlands, which at once renders the whole 
assessment unjust and injurious to the ratepayers. Several examples of the inac- 
curacies referred to are here subjoined. 

In the electoral division of Breaurisk it will be found, that the townland of 
Aghuamaddoo, valued at 109/. 14s., is charged with an annuity of 3 1. 14s.7%d. r 
whilst the townland of Breaurisk, valued at 109/. 10s., is charged with an 
annuity of 4Z. 18s. 3 %d.\ also that the townland of Bawn, valued at 181/. 3s., 
is charged with an annuity of 6/. 3s. 3 <1., whilst the townland of Clonteagh, 
valued at 140/. 7 s., is charged 6/. 6 s . : also the townland of Currygranny, valued 
at 114/. 3s., is charged with an annuity of 5 /. 2s. 5$d., whilst the townland of 
Prucklish, valued at 141/. 17s., is charged with annuity of only 4/. 18s.. 3d . ; 
and also the townland of Cloonellan, valued at 173 /. 7 s., is charged with an 
annuity of 7/. 15 s. 7 \d., whilst the townland of Cloonmucart, valued at 173/. 2s., 
is charged with an annuity of 5/. 17s. 9^d. These are a few cases of the inac- 
curacies in one electoral division, the townlands being in the same barony, and 
may serve as examples of several like inaccuracies to be found throughout the 
other electoral divisions of the Union of Longford alone. 

250. D We 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




2C MEMORIALS FROM POOR LAW UNIONS IN IRELAND. 



Unions of the 
County of Long- 
ford. 



Kanturk. 



Printed image digitised 



We now submit our case to Her Majesty’s Government for such relief touch- 
ing the amount of this demand, as well as the time of collecting it, as the justice 
of' the case and the circumstances of the country fairly call for. 

(signed) L. H. King Hannan, 

11 October 1851. Chairman. 



21.— UNION OF KANTURK. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Treasury. 

The humble Memorial of the Ratepayers of the Union of Kanturk, agreed 
to at a meeting of the Ratepayers held at Kanturk on the 14th day of 
October 1851. 

The ratepayers of the Union of Kanturk, in the county of Cork, humbly beg 
leave to represent to your Lordships the state of their union, hoping that your 
Lordships will relieve the union from some part of the very heavy rates which 
must be levied, if the sum now demanded under the Consolidated Annuities Act 
is to be paid. 

The ratepayers would impress on your Lordships that their union labours under 
many natural disadvantages from its elevation above the sea, from a great part 
of the union being mountain and bog, and from a great extent of the lower lands 
being heavy clay ; owing to its geographical position it is subject to a much 
greater quantity of rain than many parts of the country, but a few miles from 
it the distress caused by the failure of the potato crop is too well known to 
your Lordships. 

The ratepayers have suffered losses to a large amount by the death of their 
cattle from distemper, which still prevails to an alarming extent ; the reduction 
in the prices obtained for the produce of land since the repeal of the corn laws 
has diminished the means which the ratepayers formerly had for discharging their 
liabilities. 

Under these disadvantages rates have been paid in the Kanturk Union to the 
amount of 95,114/. in the last five years, on a valuation of 103,000/. 

The ratepayers fully acknowledge the obligation of discharging debts volun- 
tarily incurred. 

When it shall be in their power to pay the money advanced for food, they will 
do so willingly. 

As to the money advanced for making roads the ratepayers are of opinion, for 
the following reasons, that the debt ought either to be cancelled or greatly re- 
duced in the amount to be paid. The officer appointed by the Lord Lieutenant 
to decide on and superintend the roads to be made stated frequently at the road 
sessions that work must be found, that the people must be supported ; so that the 
ratepayers were obliged to give their assent to the making of many useless 
roads. 

The ratepayers humbly submit to their Lordships, that as the Government 
undertook to make the roads commonly called relief roads, it was the duty of 
the Government to obtain an equivalent in work for the money expended. 

The ratepayers find, on the contrary, that the money expended exceeds by a 
vast amount the value of the work done. Further, the ratepayers can assure 
your Lordships, that some of these roads were undertaken which were never 
brought before the road sessions. Many of these roads, if finished, would be 
useless, others worse than useless. Neither the poor-law guardians nor the rate- 
payers had any control over the work or the expenditure on these roads ; on the 
contrary, any interference or remonstrance was looked on by the Government 
officers as unwarrantable. 

A very great number of the ratepayers do not live in the same degree of com- 
fort, nor have they as good food, as the paupers for whom theyvpay rates. These 
ratepayers feel that they are subject to a great hardship in being called on to pay 
money which was not expended for their benefit. 

The ratepayers feel that great distress has been caused by the high rates which 
have been paid. 

Under the pressure of difficulties, greatly increased by poor rates, a consider- 
able extent of land is unoccupied. 

Many 
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Many of tlie farmers have gone to America, and many more will follow those 
who have gone, rather than continue to suffer under the pressure of poor rates 
not only for the relief of ordinary destitution, but also for the relief of the vast 
amount of want caused by a famine, an object far from the original intention of 
the poor law. 

The ratepayers further beg leave humbly to offer their opinion, that a national 
calamity should have been relieved by national resources. 

For these reasons the ratepayers of the Kanlurk Union humbly beg that the 
.Lorcls ot the treasury will take their case into consideration ; and that your 
Lordslnps wi 1 defer the demand for money expended for food and for the 
building of the workhouse for some time, or until the ratepayers shall have 
ceased to suffer under their present severe pressure ; and that ‘your Lordships 
will cause either the whole or a very large proportion of the money demanded 
in payment lor relief roads, also that interest on the debt, may not be charged. 

(signed) Richard Longfield, 

Chairman at the Meeting of Ratepayers, 
held 14 th October. 



22.— UNION OF CARRICK-ON-SUIR. 

The Memorial 0 f th e Board of Guardians of the Carrick-on-Suir Union to 
the iught Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury : 
Humbly showeth, 

That the Board of Guardians of the Carrick-on-Suir Union beg leave to 
recall the attention of the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the 
lieasury to their memorial of the 24 th September last; and, in addition to the 
reasons therein set forth for postponing the payment of the consolidated annuities 
under the 14 th Viet., they very respectfully urge, that besides making the 
ordinary provision for the relief of the poor for the current year, they are under 
the necessity of striking- two extraordinary rates, one to complete an addition to 
the workhouse, and the other on account of the rate-in-aid, both amounting to 
® a “- m tlie P ound * V . er tllese circumstances, then, and bearing in mind the 
very struggling condition of the ratepayers of this union generally, the Board 
of Guardians earnestly solicit the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners 
ot the Treasury to defer till next year, at all events, the payment of the annuities, 
when it is hoped the ratepayers, by being exempt from the extraordinary rates 
above mentioned, will be m a better position pro tanto to comply with the 
requirements of the Commissioners of the Treasury. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound will pray. 



14 October 1851 . 



(signed) William Osborn Briscoe, Chairman. 



23 — UNION OF KILKENNY. 

To the Right Honourable Lord John Russell, m.p. 

rj*?/ L ° rd ’ , . Kilkenny, 15 October 1851 . 

in the absence of the Marquis of Ormonde, who is Chairman of the Board of 
guardians of the Kilkenny Union, I have the honour, as Vice-Chairman, to 
ransmit to your Lordship the unanimous resolution of the Board on tlie subject 
oi tlie repayment of the Government advances to Ireland. 

le public having assented to the consolidation of those several claims, and 

0 e mode of charging them as a poor rate, they cannot now fairly or justly 
lepu ia e them ; but they feel that in approaching the Treasury, as suppliants 

01 an extension of the time of payment, under the present circumstances of the 

country, they only exercise a right, and perform a duty, common to all British 
subjects. J 

Ireland has been long in a state of inanition. Symptoms of recovery have 
appeared ; and she hopes to be restored to. health and vigour to enable her to 
surmount her difficulties by the aid of that kind and fostering indulgence which 
a parental Government will not, I am sure, withhold at this crisis of her political 
existence. 1 

2 5o. d 2 To 
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To your Lordship I look with confidence; and I hope that the present conflict 
of opinion will not mar your desire to do an immediate good, when you do not 
thereby risk the reality of future payments. 

If I should be permitted to approach your Lordship in the language of 
sincerity and truth, I would say, “ Be pleased to grant the desired delay of 
payment to the period of making the next rate, and to consider whether the 
remission of the interest would not be a matter of expediency as well as a con- 
cession of mercy.” Thus, my Lord, you would ensure the entire and willing 
co-operation of the several Boards of Guardians in levying and collecting a tax 
which otherwise would be repugnant to the feelings of the Irish people. ° * * 

A timely indulgence will be well received. The value of the gift is enhanced 
by being given without delay. You are, my Lord, too prudent a statesman to 
hazard a conflict which may end in dissolving the Boards of Guardians, and 
substituting Vice-Guardians, whose acts would engender resistance, and lead to 
a confusion which the Treasury would fear to contemplate. 

My Parliamentary experience for four Sessions after the passing of the Reform 
Bill, and my personal observation and approval of your Lordship’s public conduct 
uniting benignity with firmness, listening patiently to clamour, but yielding only 
to a sense of reason and justice, have encouraged me to hope that I do not 
address you in vain, and that I may anticipate a favourable consideration of the 
accompanying resolution. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Richd. Sullivan , Vice-Chairman. 



Kilkenny Board of Guardians. — Repayment of Advances. 

Resolved That whilst we admit our liability to the repayment of the advances 
made by the Government for several public purposes in Ireland, we cannot 
concur m the justness or policy which impose so heavy an affliction as the repay- 
ment of all those advances, without any modification in the amount, or anv 
mitigation of what we must designate as an excessive interest. 

At this particular crisis of Ireland’s prospects, when there appeared a gleam 
ot hope hat the country was likely to recover from its awful and ruinous embar- 
rassments, by the appearance of a favourable and abundant harvest, that hope 
blighted by the now-ascertained malady of the potato crop in its unabated 
seventy, and all its destn.ct.ve consequences. We therefore look forward with 
a well-founded confidence to the Government taking into their favourable con- 

nF S? “V J lb T ng ™ b “’assments of the people, and the prostration 
of all the landed interests ; and that they will be pleased not only to suspend for 
o,- oT P enforc ™™t of those payments, but that they will considerably abate, 
01 altogethei remit, the excessive amount of interest. ^ 

tf*™*?' 1 ' for the rate-in-aid, and declared a rate greater than the ability 
ram.e-t P nf fh T P l y ’ fit K ‘ lteun y Boarf °f Guardians feel that in making this 
nvkf f a Lol ' ds t Treasury, they keep within the bounds of reasoh and 
justice , and respectfully hope that the First Lord of the Treasury will not lose 

™:TrSh f P t;r s that ia the w ^ he is - — > of So 

Richd. Sullivan, Vice-Chairman. 



24 .— UNION OF ROSCOMMON. 



Roscommon Union, 15 October 1851 . 
The Memorial of the Poor Law of Guardians of the Roscommon Union : 
Humbly showeth, 

,1 Jl H4T ‘‘I! 8 .?- f v r!?* 1 of the Guardians of the Roscommon Union to 
discharge all their legal liabilities when in a position to do so ; that the present 
..tate of the country is such that they are not able to disoharo-e the current 

mT™oT,h ZZlV - “ “f poor rate ara ^stdi^g on 

• ■ u 3 ectora divisions, which it is hopeless to expect to collect from the 

rrrfht uS s, 4 * in addition * — p s , . i::t: : ir 

mane in this union for its repayments until the 25th March next, varying in 

most 
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most of our electoral divisions from 4 s. to 10s. in the pound (in confirmation of 
which we beg to annex the detailed lists of the poundage on the several divisions, 
of the present rate and a previous one, so recent as March 1851), which, from 
the poverty of our ratepayers, our Poor Law Commissioners have taken the 
unusual course of allowing to be collected by two instalments ; that whilst in this 
state of depression, consequent on the direful visitation with which it has pleased 
Providence to visit this unhappy country, memorialists have seen with great 
dismay the heavy addition to more rates by the sealed orders of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, requiring payment of the consolidated annuities under the 13th 
& 14th Viet. cap. 14 ; that to enforce payment of those annuities in addition to 
the present heavy rates will cause the land to be abandoned, and the industrious 
proportion of the population to fly the country ; that the potato disease has again 
appeared, and threatens to be most destructive throughout the entire union : that 
under these circumstances, memorialists would urge on the Government the 
impolicy of enforcing payment of the annuities, and most earnestly beg that the 
collection may not be exacted until the country has risen from the depression 
caused by so many successive years of scarcity, and pray the suspension of the 
sealed orders of the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Roscommon Union. 







Poundage of 


Poundage 


Divisions. 




Rate made 
12th March 


of 






1851. 


present Rate. 






s. 


d. 


s. 


d. 


Athleague, East - 


- 


1 


4 


4 


_ 


Athleague, West 


- 


4 


- 


5 


- 


Clontushert 


_ 


4 


_ 


9 


3 


Cloonygormican - 


- 


1 


- 


2 


- 


Drumdaff - 


- 


3 


3 


3 


G 


Cams 


- 


3 


_ 


3 


G 


Dunamon - 


- 


1 


9 


1 


G 


Fuei'ty 


- 


•2 


C 


4 


4 


Kilbride, North - 


- 


1 


— 


3 


3 


Kilbride, South - 


- 


4 


_ 


5 


9 


Kiigefin - 


. 


4 


- 


10 


_ 


ICilteevan - 


- 


4 


- 


7 


9 


Scugg 


- 


1 


- 


2 


6 


Roscommon 


- 


1 


9 


3 


8 


Rosmoylan - 


- 


- 


- 


1 


2 


Mote 


- 


— 


9 


2 


_ 


Lachan 


. 


_ 


4 


4 


9 


Lismaha 


" 


- 


6 


3 


6 



25.— UNION OF LISMORE. 

To the Right Honourable Lord John Russell, First Lord of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury. 

My Lord, 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Lismore Union, held on 
Wednesday the 15th October instant, a resolution was unanimously adopted, a 
copy of which, hereto subjoined, I am directed to forward to your Lordship. 

I have, &c., 

Lismore Union, (signed) Nick. Wall, Clerk. 

18th October 1851. 



Copy of Resolution referred to. 

Proposed by Sir Richard Keane, Bart, seconded by Barry Drew, Esq. 
Resolved, That the Guardians of the Union of Lismore, feeling the painful 
difficulty of their position in the discharge of the additional duty which they are 
now called upon to execute in the collection of the first instalment of the con- 
250. d 3 solidated 
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solidated annuities, and confident in the honesty of principle and rectitude of 
purpose which has uniformly characterized their undeviating obedience to the 
salutary enactment for the maintenance of the poor, venture humbly and respect- 
fully to appeal in behalf of the community they represent, and plead the truthful 
condition of the district -on which the delusive hope of a remunerating harvest at 
the early part of this year shed its cheering prospects. The sequel has proved 
the inability of the farmer to meet the burthens of increased taxation, the occu- 
pier of the soil, neither remunerated in price nor in produce, is still doomed to 
struggle against the chilling effects of augmenting imposts, in many instances 
based on inequitable and arbitrary principles. 

This Board, with a grateful remembrance for England’s magnanimous inter- 
position in averting the progress of pestilence and famine, and fully recognizing 
the justice of the claim of repayment, earnestly solicit from that tribunal whose 
peculiar province it becomes to determine what is wise and what is expedient, 
a respite for one year at the least, in the requisition for the first instalment of the 
loans. Sincerely desirous of eventually remunerating Ireland’s munificent 
sister, the guardians of the Lismore Union, as trustees of an industrious and 
struggling people, implore a pause in the councils of ministers before the last 
resources are wrung from the proprietor of the soil, and the farmer is compelled 
to throw his last mite into the Treasury. 

An indulgent consideration of this all-absorbing subject by a discriminating 
Government may yet stem the torrent of a panic-stricken people flowing fast 
towards the Falls of Niagara and the seductive shores of the Western hemi- 
sphere. 

(signed) F. G. Carrey , Chairman. 

Frich. Wall , Clerk of Union. 



26. -UNION OF KELLS. 



Memorial from the Guardians of the Kells Union verbatim the same as the 
one from the Thurles Union. 



18 October 1851. 



(signed) George Bomford. 



27.— UNIONS IN THE PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 

To the Right Honourable Lord John Russell, First Lord of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Delegates from the several Boards of Guardians in the 
Province of Munster, specially assembled at Limerick on Wednesday the 
15th October 1851. 

Showeth, 

We have seen with surprise and with alarm the amount of rates charged on 
many of the most impoverished districts of this province under the 13 & 14 
Victoria, cap. 14. 

We fully admit the great relief that was afforded by the postponement of the 
payment of advances made and authorized to be made under that Act, and the 
distribution of their payment over a large number of years. 

}} T fr consider the claim made for interest, incurred as they chiefly were for the 
relief of distress m a single year to be, under the peculiar circumstances of the 
case, unjust. 

It is certain that neither the Government nor the Parliament, at the time of 
the passmg of the Act to which we refer, were aware of the extent of the burthen 
wnicn it would impose on large portions of this province. 

The circumstances under which these liabilities were incurred are notorious. 

The workhouse loans were not enforced in times of comparative prosperity, 
because it was felt that the burthen of a new tax such as the poor law imposed, 
however just m its nature, pressed heavily on those whose engagements had been 
contracted under different circumstances. 

j-T * 16 re S °* the advanc f we ^ e made under the pressure of a calamity of which 
history affords no example. Suddenly, without preparation, a change had to be 

made 
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made in the social condition of Ireland, which in England and in other 
countries had been made gradually, a whole population in a day had to pass 
from a lower to a higher description of food, and that food which had been the 
agricultural currency of the country in which wages were paid was home »Town, 
whereas the higher description of food they were forced to use had to be bought! 
In the confusion that ensued on so tremendous a change enormous sums of 
money were wasted or misapplied. 

Protests against the system under which this waste took place were made, 
and were unheeded, and the seeds of famine and of the depreciation of property 
were thus laid for future years. 

This waste of money cannot fairly “be laid upon the administrators of the 
public funds, for all the documents laid on the table of the Houses of Parlia- 
ment at the time of the reform of the poor law in England, a country in which 
the system of self-government has been so long established, show that when 
similar systems were tried in any of the English parishes similar results ensued. 

In these documents were read of enormous rates misapplied, of the overseers 
saying that much of the relief given Avas unnecessary, but that they were con- 
vinced that if it were stopped their lives would not be safe, of their looking to 
the farmers for assistance which they dared not give, of enormous and profligate 
expenditure of monej-. 

If these results followed in small parishes under ordinary circumstances, 
among a people accustomed to manage their own concerns, it cannot excite 
surprise if they happened here under the pressure of a sudden and unexpected 
calamity. 

It is not a little remarkable that although the number of persons employed 
on public works during the partial famine which took place under Sir Robert 
Peel’s Government, at the beginning of 184G, amounted to 70,000, there was at 
that time very little of social disorganisation or waste of monej-. 

The county surveyor of the eastern part of the county of Limerick, a gentle- 
man of great intelligence and accuracy, states that fair value was received on 
the public works then executed, while under the labour rate not more than one 
pound s worth of work was done for every 6 1 . that AA'as expended ; and in his 
district the pressure and consequent abuses were less than in the surrounding 
districts. ° 

It must be recollected also, the works executed were of a nature that were 
not required, as this province was already well supplied with roads, and that the 
sum expended on the purchase of land, in horse-work, and on blasting, and thus 
by the exigencies of the system diverted from the relief of the poor, bore a large 
proportion to the whole expenditure. 

, At fhe end of the first year’s famine the ratepayers of the distressed districts 
found themselves, on account of one year’s distress, incumbered with enormous 
liabilities which no exertion of their own could have avoided, or even, speaking 
generally, have lessened, at once the penalty and the evidence of them 
destitution. 

The exigencies of the poor, and the continued failure of the potato crop, im- 
posed the necessity on those districts of levying heavy rates. 

Ihe stream ol emigration began to flow rapidly, and lands were deserted, 
while the prices of agricultural produce were much redm od. 

The anticipations of Sir George Grey and Sir Charles Trevelyan, expressed 
in their letter to Lord Besborough and to the Board of Works, in December 
1846, were realized. The e\’ils they then considered likely to result from non- 
cultivation of the soil were sensibly felt, and the neAv roads on which the people 
had been employed ran often through lands untouched by the plough and 
entirely denuded of all agricultural produce. 

It is sufficient, however, for us to draw attention to the diminished amount 
of the valuation of the districts on whose behalf we make this appeal, to the 
misery of their remaining inhabitants, to the extraordinary decrease of their 
population, to the rapid and increasing flow of emigration from them, and to 
the number of estates within their boundaries which are already placed in the 
Incumbered Estates Court. 

But as the pauper Avith difficulty finds means to emigrate, although the 
population has so much diminished, the rates still required for the relief of their 
poor are considerable. 

The effect, however, of the abundant harvest was beginning to he felt, and 
the people were actively engaged in agricultural exertion when they heard with 

2 5°- d 4 dismay 
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dismay of the sealed order of the Commissioners, and found that a rate of, iu 
some instances, 3 s. in the pound, to continue for forty years, was required from 
them on account of that calamity which had already so materially diminished 
their resources. 

If the lives and the property of the people of this province be worth pre- 
serving, if it be an object to prevent a further decrease of population and of 
capital, we submit that the cases we have referred to must command the serious 
attention of the Government. 

We have a right to expect that they would be dealt with as similar cases 
would be dealt with in England or in Scotland. 

Any arrangement, made under .circumstances without precedent, can afford 
no precedent for future times, nor can we, of course, find in the times that are- 
past any guide for a state of things altogether abnormal and peculiar. 

There are other circumstances of a different nature from those we have 
insisted upon, which render it necessary that the Treasury orders should be- 
withdrawn. 



In the 13 Viet. cap. 14 , there is no mention of any rate of interest to be- 
charged on the consolidated liabilities, except in the case of a sum of 300 000/ 
which was to be advanced after the passing of the Act; and the rate of interest 
to be charged on this sum is fixed at three per cent, per annum. 

We have already stated that we think the claim made for interest is, under the 
circumstances we have detailed, unjust; we find, however, that not only interest 
is required, which doubles the amount of the sums to be repaid, but that this 
interest is calculated at the rate of three and a half per cent, upon the whole 
sum claimed to be due; such charge is, as we submit, in direct contravention 
of the Act of Parliament, besides the cost of collection, which will add' 
considerably to the amount of interest. 

V e observe further that by the said Act the Commissioners of the Treasurv 
were required to fix the same poundage rate on all townlands which are and 
ahvays have been situated in the same barony, while in point of fact, under the 
sealed orders that have been issued, townlands so situated are charged different 
poundage rates, clearly showing that the calculations made by the Treasury are 
erroneous, and not in conformity with the provisions of the Act. J 

It is not, however, upon details, however important, that we rest our claim • 
we appeal not to the charitable consideration, but to the justice of the 
Government of that country of which we form an integral portion - and on 
every principle of justice, humanity, and sound policy we think that the expenses 
resulting from an imperial calamity should be met by imperial resources P 

" Witl1 S °"” d 1>0li0y t0 crush the i “ dustr y » f 

snbl°cteTto1t Iat W ° S i met by !" crrased el ? orts 011 p^t of those who are 
subjected ^to > it , bu. whenever its magnitude is such as to prevent its hrino- 

replaced by fresh efforts it checks industry and represses enterprise. 8 

It has been truly said, that whenever the burthen of taxation is not fullv 
compensated by increased production or increased saving, it must encroach 
on the means of future production, and the country will then E to reta, 
grade; taxation, when carried to this extent, is one of the seveS scourees to 

affords an exact ; illustration* 'oflhe “ the la3t tw0 y ears 

t uf 3 ? 1 * 3 las dm '™ ,she ' i > their population has been crushed Tl ,V 

convictions that tffe p^ymeit o'f th^T* “ pon , tlle , , Governmeil t our strong- 

pended, that the calculations erroneLly 3 Toftte liaMlitiLtf P re . se °. t S V S 7 
shall be corrected • anrl that m e . , . Dllltles ot each district 

should be at once’ announced • anv delaTin / < r considenn ff the whole question, 
cultivation, to the further withdrawal d°mg so must tend to diminished*- 

%ht, already sufficiently^ Marmi^g^of^ he ^pulation. * “ ° f tha 
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We have no wish to evade any payment which justice and sound policy may 
sanction, and we are well aware of the great expenditure which has been en- 
tailed on the Imperial Treasury by the necessities of this province, and of the 
generous consideration which all classes in more favoured parts of the kino-dom 
have shown for it. 

These feelings have made us careful to avoid all language of reproach, or of 
exaggeration. But we should be unmindful of our duty if we did not lay our 
case before the Government and the public ; and we submit that the mao-nitude 
of the sum in question in no degree alters the rule of policy and of justice, 
and that the same consideration ought to be shown for the difficulties of a 
great province as would be shown readily, though certainly more cheaply, if the 
famine which had caused our embarrasments had been partial, and if the sum 
at stake was a few thousand pounds advanced to a few parishes, instead of 
nearly five millions, the greater part of which was expended for the relief of a 
national distress in a single year. 

Adopted unanimously, and signed on behalf of the meeting, 

Richard D. De Burghe, Bart., 

Chairman. 



28.— UNION OF GOREV. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Treasury. 

My Lords, Gorey Union, 20 October 1851. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union to forward to your 
Lordships the accompanying copy of resolutions entered into by them at their 
meeting of the 18th instant, when they took into consideration the striking of a 
rate for the ordinary expenditure of the union. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) TV. M. Higginbotham, 

Clerk of the Union. 



Resolutions referred to in the foregoing Letter. 

1st. That while we are prepared to obey the law in reference to the repay- 
ment of the Government advances under the Act 13 Viet. c. 14., we protest in 
the strongest manner against the unfitness of the duties imposed upon us, so far 
as relates to the labour-rate advances, and the extent and period of liquidation of 
all the advances claimed under this Act. We conceive it is of the last im- 
portance that the functions of poor-law guardians should be strictly limited 
to the administration of the laws for the relief of the poor for the time beinc, 
and we believe that our ordinary actions will be impeded, and the collection of 
the rate necessary to meet our existing engagements, and perspectively main- 
tain the poor, will be perilled if we are made the instruments of collecting, not 
only rates necessary in themselves and connected with our proper office, but 
rates not sanctioned or contracted by us, and pressing with severity, if not with 
injustice, on the ratepayers at large. 

. That as to the nature and position of these respective claims, we admit our 
liability to the sums advanced for workhouse loans, although we conceive that 
the expenses of public buildings, connected with the establishment of a new 
system imposing in itself new and serious burthens on the ratepayers, should 
be defrayed out of the consolidated fund, and borne not by individuals, but by 
the country at large. 

The sums advanced under the Temporary Relief Act to alleviate extraordi- 
nary distress were, perhaps, inevitably (from the suddenness of the emergency) 
lavishly expended, and went far to demoralize the peasantry and small fanners 
of the country. We conceive that in any event one moiety of these sums, as 
well as one half of the labour-rate advances, should be remitted; and the pro- 
priety of this appears to be admitted by Lord John Russell in his letter to 
Lord Lucan of the 10th September 1851. 

As to the labour-rate advances, they are admitted to have been an unsuccess- 
250. E ful 



Unions in the Pro- 
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ful experiment, as well by the substitution of the temporary relief advances for 
them at the time, as by the subsequent remission of one half of this amount ; 
and the attempt to collect them under the machinery of the Grand Jury Acts 
has failed. 

Under these circumstances we protest against the fairness of these charges, 
as well as against their collection being thrown upon this Board. 

2dly. That if these claims are persevered in, we call upon the Treasury and 
the Commissioners of Poor Laws to extend their repayment over the full period 
of forty years allowed by the Act, and not twenty, as stated in the letter of the 
Commissioners of the 1st day of August 1851. We deny the fairness of 
imposing on unions this money because they are still solvent, aud straggling to 
meet their engagements, burthens which were remitted to unions insolvent or 
unwilling to pay. 

The result of* this levelling system must be to make all unions alike, and to 
drive from this once flourishing country the remnant still anxious to stay in it. 

If a special case must be made for the remission or postponement of these 
payments, we submit that the pressure of the rate-in-aid still unpaid, as well as 
of large existing union debts, and the largely increased amount of the rate 
which it will be necessary to levy for the ordinary relief of the poor even for six 
months, coupled with the existing state of the country, will induce a Govern- 
ment professing itself ready to consider applications for postponement, and on 
reasonable grounds to postpone to better times, now perhaps dawning upon 
Ireland, or at least to extend over the enlarged period sought of forty years, the 
repayment of these heavy claims. 

3dly. That we consider the rate of interest (if interest be legally chargeable 
under the Act 13 Viet. cap. 14 at all) charged on these advances, viz., 3i per 
cent., exorbitant, extended as it is over so long a period ; and they conceive' that 
if these claims are persevered in, a provision should be made enabling indivi- 
duals and townlands to redeem them ; this continued pressure of this almost 
perpetual rentcharge upon land having a tendency to prevent the sale of 
estates, and the occupation of farms. 

Resolved, that copies of these resolutions be forwarded without delay to the 
Poor Law Commissioners and to the Lords of the Treasury, and an immediate 
reply requested thereto, in order that the striking of the rate be not unnecessarily 
delayed. J 



29.— UNION OF TULLA. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Guardians of the Poor Law Union of Tulla, in the 
County of Clare : — 

Showeth, 

That the number of paupers supported at the expense of the union at the 
present tune is only thirty less than at the same period of last year, and that in 
tile interval of time the equivalent number of young women have been sent to 
Australia under the orders of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

That this union is at present subject to very heavy extra charges, by reason 
ot numbers of these paupers being located in the workhouses of Scariff and 
Linus Unions, which extra charges will cease when the workhouse now building 
tor the Tulla Union is completed. 6 

That after deductions which comprise gentlemen's demesnes aud a few large 
iarms, the average rated value of each holding within this union does not exceed 
71. 10s. ; that consequently these occupiers are of a class disposed to carry their 
smal capital and their labour to America ; and that the pressure of heavy rates 
will tend very much to increase this disposition and consequently to augment the 
number of holdings which are at present altogether unproductive. 

That seven out of the eighteen electoral divisions of this union consists of 
mountam lands, and that they are burthened with the support of a great number 
tinJf P ^ a J *°i? w <hs P r °P ort '°> 1 « 1 smallness of their respective valua- 

. * e Stat 1 of the , lr , accouIlts the estimated demands upon them 
tor the next six months would require rates to be now struck independent of 

the 
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the annuity charged of from 7s. to 13s. in the pound, which could not possibly 
be levied off them. e J 

That the assessment made upon different townlands iu the electoral division 
is manifestly unjust, as will appear by the following statement : — 



Electoral Divisions. 


Ordnance 

Valuation. 


Poor Law 
Valuation, 
Tulla Union. 


Annuity 
affixed by 
! Commissioners. , 


Barony. ! 


Former 

Unions. 


Newgvove, E.D. 


f. 


s. d. \ 


£. 


s. d. 








Maushera, T. L. - 1 


539 


3 - 


3 20 


_ _ . 


12 10 11 


\ Bunratty, 
J Upper. 


Ennis. 


Knockaprelian - 


214 


3 - 


134 


15 - 


11 4 S 


Kilkislien, E.D. 














Enagh, East, T.L. • 


117 


10 - 


75 


5 - 1 


21 19 11 






Enagh, North 


77 


4 - 


48 


10 - : 


10 5 - 


jTulla, Lower. 


Ennis. 


Enagh, West 
Rossroe, E.D. 


221 


5 - 


162 


10 - 


3 1 llj 




Rossroe, T.L. 
Ballymulcashel - 


117 

379 


8 - 

8 - 


80 

27S 


J * | 


23 IS 8 


) Bunratty, 


Ennis. 


Ballysheenbeg - 


103 


10 - 


78 


~ - ; 


9 6 7 


j Lower. 





That we give the above merely as striking specimens, not as beiug the only 
errors, for the accounts upon which these annuities are based have never been 
submitted to our inspection ; and it must be evident that if any of these estates 
were brought to sale, the most ruinous consequences would ensue to the pro- 
prietors of those overcharged. 

That whereas the townlands comprising the Union of Tulla originally formed 
parts of Scariff and Ennis Unions, and are situated in different baronies, it is of 
the utmost importance that the apportionment of any annuity should be regu- 
lated by one valuation applicable to the whole county of Clare ; and as we 
understand that a valuation is now in progress to which all public assessments 
are to be governed, we submit that the imposition of any annuity ought to be 
deferred ; and as a further reason for deferring the assessment of aif annuity 
proposed to endure for 40 years, we beg leave to say that both the ordnance 
valuation, made under Mr. Griffiths’s superintendence, and the poor-law valu- 
ation now in force, are very uncertain criteria of the relative valuation which 
mountain land will bear with good land when the tide of emigration shall have 
carried off both the capital and labour, by which the former has hitherto been 
rendered productive of some benefit to its owners. 

Your memorialists have agreed upon rates to be struck on several electoral 
divisions of this Union to meet the expenses of it for the next six months; but 
the amount required to be levied on seven out of IS of these electoral. divisions 
is so large, ranging from 7 s. to 13 s. in the pound, that the Board, under a con- 
viction of the desertion of their holdings by the small farmers if an attempt was 
made to levy such rates, have, under the direction of the Commissioners, limited 
the rate to what they conceive can be collected, trusting the Commissioners will 
make good the difference out of the rate-in-aid fund ; the cause of these divisions 
being so burthened with debt is from the number of paupers they have to main- 
tain in comparison with the smallness of their valuations. 

Your memorialists cannot conceal from your Lordships their hope that the 
Imperial Parliament will, upon a reconsideration of the impoverished state to 
which this country has been reduced by six successive years of famine, and of 
all the circumstances under which the Labour Rate Act and the Temporary 
Relief Act were passed, and upon a consideration of the effect which so heavy 
a charge will have in retarding the application of new capital to the cultivation 
of the lands that may be deserted by emigrants to America, be induced to deal 
more leniently towards us than by the imposition of so heavy an annuity as that 
recently announced. 

Your memorialists pray that all further proceedings in respect to those annui- 
ties may be suspended until after the meeting of the Imperial Parliament. 

Signed on behalf of the Board of Guardians 
of Tulla Union, county of Clare, 

Tulla, 20 October 1851. James Molony, Chairman. 
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30.— UNION OF SLIGO. 

Sligo. To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Board of Guardians of the Sligo Union : 

Showeth, 

That during a period of distress unexampled in this country, they have given 
their best attention to the carrying out the provision made by the Legislature 
for the relief of the destitute, having in view throughout this trying period not 
merely how they could most effectually relieve distress, but how they could do 
so with the least detriment to the industrious classes of the community. 

With this object in view they could not close their eyes to the fact that the 
minds of a great proportion of the solvent farmers of the union were in a very 
unsettled state, that they were hesitating as to the expediency of removing with 
what they possessed (while it yet remained) to some of our colonies ; nor could 
they doubt but that the striking of the heavy rates necessary for the sup- 
port of the distressed, would at once decide those who were wavering to quit 
the country. 

The guardians were of opinion that so long as they could retain these indus- 
trious classes in the country, so long could they entertain hopes of the union’s 
ultimate recovery ; but they feared that if they emigrated, and that the land 
was left, as in many of the neighbouring unions, untenanted, its recovery, if not 
altogether prevented, would be postponed to a very distant period. 

Acting on these opinions the guardians abstained, during the last five years, 
from striking such rates as they feared would have the effect alluded to, but 
having had to deal with a great amount of destitution (the relief afforded having 
amounted at one period to upwards of 4,000 in-door and 10,000 out-door), it 
was manifestly impossible to pursue the course which they deliberately adopted 
without incurring an amount of debt which has been a cause of serious embar- 
rassment, and for the liquidation of which heavy rates are still necessary, on 
most of the electoral divisions in the union. 

In the fact, however, that the emigration of solvent farmers from this union 
has been extremely small, they think they course they adopted has been fully 
justified, and that their hopes of recovery are now, under God’s blessing, about to 
be realized. 

If, however, they are now compelled to add to the rates necessary for the 
liquidation of their debts and the maintenance of their poor, now increased bv 
the Medical Charities Act, the rate necessary for the payment of the annuity 
they fear the object they have had in view will be defeated, and that after having 
succeeded in preventing emigration during the worst periods of adversity they 
will see all their exertions for five years rendered useless just at the time’ when 
they were beginning to expect to reap the fruits of their labours. 

That they feel bound to repay when able the loan of Government for the 
building of tne workhouse, and the advances under the Temporary Relief Act 
and though they regret that the advances under the labour rate have been 
made a charge upon the poor rates, and think the Act impolitic which imposes 
on them, as guardians, the office of collecting money for the repayment of 
advances over the expenditure of which they, as guardians, had no control and 
which expenditure they consider aggravated considerably (by the demoralization 
of the peasantry) the difficulties with which the guardians had to contend 
nevertheless they will (if the Legislature think it right) cheerfully lend their aid 
when they consider the ratepayers are in a condition to bear the imposition ■ but 
they would now wish to urge m the strongest manner on the Lords of the 
Treasury their firm conviction of the impolicy of pressing the repayment of these 

ihTohTk h ^ 1 m0D , ? SOme degree recovered from the Exhaustion to 

which it has been reduced by the occurrences of the last five years. 



jo, 21 October 1851. 



(signed) John Wynne , Chairman. 
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31.— UNION OF URLINGFORD. 



To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



T . Board Room, Urlingford, 

My Lords, 21 October 1851 . 

We, the guardians of the Union of Urlingford, beg most respectfully to call 
your Lordships’ attention to the following state of the affairs of this Union and 
request your favourable consideration of our application for relief. 



We beg to state to your Lordships, that we were compelled by the order of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, against our urgent remonstrance, to include in our 
rates a sum of 921 1. 5s. 11 d. required for the liquidation of debts incurred at 
me commencement of the famine, together with a sum as interest thereon, 
ihat, under the pressure of this payment, and entertaining strong hopes from 
an apparently productive harvest, and particularly from the potato crop we 
allocated a much smaller sum for the purposes of the union than we found 
necessary last year, as will appear from the following statement of the respective 

ratps • — r 



Amount assessed for Union purposes, 1850 

Total Amount - - ditto - 1851 

Deduct Rate-in-aid - 
Consolidated Annuities - 



Deficiency for Union purposes - 











£. 


S. 


d. 


■ 


- 


- 


- 


6,170 


- 


2i 




£. 


s. 


d. 








- 


- 6,713 


11 


- 








- 


390 


18 


101 I 








" 


921 


5 


11 


5,401 




2 $ 












- 






X. 


768 


14 


- 



That since the making of the above rates, the potato crop, which at that time 
promised most favourably, has suffered to a much greater extent than that of last 
year, and the wheat crop is also deficient, not being an average crop; and that 
consequently we now apprehend a great increase of pauperism this year. 

That this apprehension is grounded not only on our anticipation of diminished 
employment by reason of continued failure of crops, low prices, and increased 
taxation, but also on the fact, that the number of poor now receiving relief is 
within a small fraction of the number receiving relief at the corresponding period 
of last year, and this notwithstanding that the population is diminished, that the 
operations of this harvest were continued much later, and that wages were 
higher this year than last year, and that we had an advantage in the amount of 
employment afforded by the building of the workhouse. 



Number receiving relief 12 October 1850 582 

» » 11 October 1851 - 566 

Under these circumstances, my Lords, and considering the difficulty experi- 
enced in collecting the rate of last year, part of which was paid out of the produce 
of this year s harvest, the reduced condition of the ratepayers in every part of the 
union, the total impracticability of collecting a second rate, and also the conse- 
quences of getting our union into debt, we feel compelled to entreat your Lord- 
ships will postpone your claim for payment of the first instalment of the consoli- 
dated annuities, and allow the rate made for that purpose to be applied to the 
.general purposes of the union. 



(signed) William Goring, 

Chairman. 
Lawrence J. Dew , 

Clerk of the Union. 
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Dunmanway. 



32 .— UNION OF DUNMANWAY. 

To the Right Honourable Lord John Russell. 

Manch House, Eniskean, County Cork 
My Lord, 21 October 1851 . 

I have the honour to lay before you the resolutions adopted by the Board of 
Guardians of the Dunmanway Union on the subject of the annuity rate, with 
another document, to enable the Government to decide whether our claim be 
well founded. 

I am aware that your arduous duties cannot allow you to consider each case 
although I am certain your own inclination would lead you to do so, if it was 
possible. 

I would take the liberty to remark, that we have complied with the Act of 
Parliament and struck the rates required, and shall have them collected, as I feel 
convinced our doing so will not prevent your extending indulgence if you deem 
our case deserving of it. Neither have we ventured to suggest the mode by which 
indulgence (if granted) should be given, as we deem it more respectful to leave 
that matter with the Government. 

It is perfectly useless now to discuss whether the money was expended in the 
most advantageous or economical manner. Tile people were without food or 
the means of procuring it ; had not such prompt measures been adopted the 
entire property of the country would have fallen a sacrifice to a starvinn- noon 
lation. ® 1 " 

I am happy to be able to inform you that the country is recovering • the num 
ber m the workhouse has decreased, and pretty constant employments afforded 
to the labouring classes. I should apologize for intruding so lono- on your valu 
able time, but your kind and prompt attention to some former communications 
on the same subject must plead my excuse. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) Daniel Conner. 



1 Guardians of the Dunmanway Union, held on 

E'lS ?' 1831, D r klCom,er ’ Es 1 - in the Chair, the 

following Resolution was proposed and agreed to : — 

th ? sealed order of the Commissioners for 
o be ma^mw for ft 'n ’? COnformit X with lhe la w, directed the rate-books 
but J f ■ coIIectl<m : as wa deem it our first duty to obey the law ; 

the Lor if Of ; e T me We T\‘, beg le r *° draw the particular attention of 
Union. " Treasuiy to the peculiar circumstances of the Dunmanway 

sncMiWl 011 ‘ 3 - f 6 P °°/ eSt ^ Iraland after twenty-two unions which received 

st ™ ggled through 

sshs 

impolicy of such expenditure an] = ’ " e ul god on the Irish Government the 
a railway from Ban^on to of 
ticable, we o-ave everv aid ami Los 1 " t ', t P~ n was deemed lmprac- 
Govemment; but nofwithstandin^ all^r t0 office f 3 appointed by the 
money, charged to the barony VwD "East'S eXertl011S ’ the laI >our-rate 
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was required for the relief of W D. East Carbery, than for any other barony in 
the county of Cork, except Dahallow, which is three times the value of 
W. D. East Carbery, and only required 3,000 l. more. That we have no wish 
to refuse or delay the payment is evinced by our compliance with the law ■ but 
we do think that our case is one which claims consideration from the Govern- 
meiit, and that the portion of our union, situated in the barony of AV D East 
Carbery, should be reheved from the excessive burthen of taxation which the 
repayment of so large a sum for labour rate would impose upon it; and we 
extent.* 0 g a S ain bj " red the P° tat ° <™P to a very serieus 

(signed) Daniel Cotvier, Chairman. 



Dunmamvay. 



Gentlemen, Dnnmanway, 27 September 1847. 

as ^ ® c “ rdance ™ th the suggestions of the Relief Commissioners, I have a= far 
as I could prepared a financial statement of the relief proceedings of the D™ 
manway Union, which I feel it my duty to lay before you. ° U 

. j¥ ief ™ der . the Temporary Act commenced in your union on the until of 
April, and has been uninterruptedly administered to the 2Gtli of September the 
day on which most.of your electoral divisions closed their accolrSd Trou^ 

relief, amounting to little short of one half the population. ^ ^ 

laJvn a , mount ®? destit “‘i°n which existed is. no doubt, a startling fact particu- 
ful ? f J ‘l 101 y° UI hsts weTe • generally speaking, semtinized care- 

fully and faithfully, and consequently that no great amount of persons were 

unde. tlm Act Stn0tly C ° me uniet ,be diffe ™‘ ^ entitled to relief 

as I 01 ! !“ ve ™ f™ eral S ive *' the recipients of relief as much accommodation 
Swap coE 4r°e gETnt 7 “ P ' a “ S wl >™ P~s, 

• T, he 1 } u " lJjer 1 °J. depots in the union, amounting to 27, of which 11 were 

of yoim poOT^eie callecf upon m go^furthe^han^wo^'miles ibSreHefP 06 ^ 

These arrangements have of course considerably increased the expenditure 
from rents, fixing of boilers, &c„ as well as consequent increase of staF yet 
economy has not been lost sight of, as I think I shall be able to prove from fee s 
which it is m my power to lay before you. p 6 mm tacts 

™ DU ''i” S S i°™i e pait °f tlle P eriod high prices ruled, so much so that I believe 
nafi!v ld l, as llg 1 a *p S 1' per t0n f0r Indian com meal, aud 20 l. for rice ; fortu- 
nately, however, the larger arrivals from America, and the prospect under 
Divine Providence, of an abundant harvest, now happily realized^ ha™ reduced 
these famine prices to about one half. ’ leuucea 

staten? pa “ s and tr ° ubIe - enab,ed myself to lay before you a 
tatement which will show most of the particulars under which poor relief has 
been given and by this statement you will perceive that you have, up to the 
ime ot closing your accounts, and sending yom cash books to the Relief Com- 

ye f PmdedtbeS,,mofl0 - 221? ' 9s ' and that you have 
distributed upwards of i, 500 , 000 rations, which, including all your expenses of 
ent, ei ection of and purchase of boilers, cooking, fuel, staff, &c. (in fine, including 
evo-j expense), have cost little more than 1 id. per ration. S 

lne following table will satisfy you on these particulars: 



250. 
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Dunmanway Union. — Account of Expenditure under the Temporary Relief 
Act, from 26th April to 26th September 1847. 



1 

Electoral Divisions. | 
1 
1 


Received 

from Commissioners 
in Cash and Food Orders. 


Amount received 
by each Relief Committee 
from Financial Committee 
in Cash and Food Orders. 


Amount left 

Treasurer, 

to 

be returned 
to Commis- 


Amount 
expended, in- 
cluding Food. 


Amount left ] 
in hands of 
Treasurers 
of each 
Committee, 
26 Sept. 1847. 


Number 
of Rations 
gratuitously 
distributed. 


Cash. 


Food. 


Cash. | Food. 






£. s. d. 1 


£. «. d. 


£. s. d. £. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. .. d. : 


£. s. d. 




Dunmanway 




4,377 - - 


362 - - 


3,890 - - 362 - - 


487 - - 


4,043 6 10 


208 13 2 


720,460 


Ballymurrey 




I 828 12 10 | 




828 12 10 - - - 




827 17 7 


- 15 3 


121,020 


Drinagh - 




599 16 8 j 


63 3 4 


599 16 8 , 63 3 4 




595 10 2 


67 9 10 


83,102 


Incliayala - 




9S8 2 - | 


30 - - 


988 2 - 30 - - 




943 7 7 


74 12 5 


141,363 


Kilmen - 




1,113 - - j 


59 - - 


1,113 - 59 - - 




1,075 9 6 


96 10 6 


156,200 


Kilmehel - 




2,100 19 5 1 


122 - - 


2,100 19 5 | 122 - - 




2,133 19 4 


89 - -£ 


304,006 


Kilmurry - 




842 - - ] 


52 - - 


681 - - 1 52 - - 


161 - - I 


601 18 5 


141 6 6£ 


88,000 




£. 


10,849 10 11 


688 3 4 


10,201 10 11 *688 3 4 ! 


648 - - 


10,221 9 5 


678 2 9 


1,591,692 



Your different committees hold still, as shown by the above, the sum of 
678 1. 2s. 9 d., and they are at present distributing about 2,000 daily rations in 
the different electoral divisions of the union, so that considerable relief will be 
afforded to those who are most in need for six or seven weeks to come. 

Although this sum will be of infinite service in the different districts when it 
is available, it cannot nor ought to be concealed, that before many weeks pass 
over, when nearly all labour connected with the gathering and preparing of the 
crops for market shall have ceased, distress and want will again appear to a very 
great extent. 

I am sorry to be obliged to state, that in the electoral divisions of Incliageela, 
Kilmichael, Kilmurry, fully one half of Dunmanway, and a part of Drinagh, 
there is little prospect of employment during the ensuing winter and spring ; and 
I considered it an undoubted yet melancholy fact, that the provision al present 
in these different districts is quite insufficient to feed the population till the month 
of January. 

It is not, gentlemen, for me to point out how you can successfully combat this 
mass of misery and destitution, which is, I fear, too apparent to be doubted. I 
fear that any relief which can be looked for from the late amended Poor-law Act 
will be wholly insufficient to grapple with such a difficulty, unless assisted by a 
large and extended increase of employment to the labouring classes, which alone 
can be effected by a combined co-operation amongst gentlemen,- as well as farmers, 
to give employment, each to the fullest extent that his means can afford, at the 
same time that all who have it in their power should avail themselves in some 
degree of the Drainage Act lately passed. 

It must be very gratifying to you all to have witnessed, in the midst of all this 
distress and privation, the extreme peaceable and orderly conduct of so large a 
population during the six months which have passed ; whilst you have been dis- 
tributing food, scarcely has an outrage been committed on property in your 
union, a fact which speaks volumes for your people. 

I now, gentlemen, have to take leave of you, and in doing so allow me to thank 
you all for the universal courtesy and kindness I have at all times experienced 
whilst in performance of my duties, and, for what is of much more consequence, 
for. the untiring assiduity and perseverance with which every committee has 
assisted and co-operated with my humble endeavours to carry out the object our 
Government had in view, namely, an extended yet economical relief to the 
suffering millions of your fellow countrymen. 



To the Gentlemen comprising the Relief 
Committees of the Dunmanway Union, 



Believe me, &c. 
(signed) Hy. Scrope, 



Inspecting Officer. . 
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33.— UNION OF BANDON. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Ratepayers of those Townlands of the Electoral 
Divisions of Toadies and Bengour, in the Bandon Union, which are 
situated in the Parish of Kinneigh, in the Barony of West Division of 
East Carbery, and County of Cork : 

Showeth, 

That up to the month of October in the year 1849, the entire of the said 
parish of Kinneigh formed but one electoral division.. 

That to relieve the great numbers of destitute persons in said parish during 
the famine years, large grants were necessarily applied for under the 10 Viet, 
cap. 7., and subsequently under the 9 & 10 Viet. cap. 107, whereby a heavy 
debt was incurred, and which is now, with the other charges, included in the 
consolidated annuities about to be levied on this same district or parish. 

That in the aforesaid month of October 1849, said parish being till then the 
one electoral division of Kinneigh, was divided into four electoral divisions, viz., 
those of Teadies and Bengour, in which your memorialists are ratepayers, and 
those of Castletown and Kinneigh, at that time added to the Dun manway 
Union. 

That to the ratepayers of those two last-named electoral divisions a term of 
forty years is allowed for the repayment of their portion of this same liability, 
while your memorialists are required to pay their part in the space of twenty 
years. 

That the unfair and unequal effect produced on parties similarly circum- 
stanced, and owing a common debt, is this, that while a rate of from 9d. to lOi. 
in the pound will discharge the annuities on that portion now forming the 
electoral divisions of Castletown and Kinneigh, your memorialists will have to 
pay rates on their townlands varying from Is. 3 id. to is. 8 id. in the pound for 
the same purpose, said rates being, as is known to your Lordships, in addition 
to the rate for the support of the poor, and which, - especially in the electoral 
division of Bengour, far exceeds that for a like purpose now being struck in the 
before-named electoral divisions of Castletown and Kinneigh. 

That your memorialists have, in the first instance, brought their case before 
the Board of Guardians of the Bandon Union, who have unanimously passed 
resolutions favourable to the claim of your memorialists ; and being fully aware 
of the peculiar hardship of the case, have more than once brought it clearly 
and prominently before the Poor Law Commissioners, but without effect; 
the last reply received from the Commissioners, dated the 11th of this month, 
showing, from its having no bearing whatever on the case of your memorialists 
as laid before them, that the Commissioners paid no attention to your memo- 
rialists’ application, but which they declined to act on, by applying to your 
Lordships for an extension of the period for the repayment of their debt; and 
your memorialists, relying on your Lordships’ favourable consideration of the 
peculiar hardship of their case as now laid before you, pray that your Lordships 
will be pleased tc grant an extension of the period from twenty years to forty, 
as granted to the other portions of the district on which the debt was created. 

And your memorialists will pray. 

22 October 1851. 



34.— UNION OF PARSONSTOWN. 

Gentlemen, Clerk’s Office, 22 October 1851. 

I have the honour herewith to enclose a copy of Report adopted at the last 
meeting of the Board of Guardians of this union, on the subject of the repay- 
ments under the “ Relief Advances Act and I am also directed to request 
250 . F that 
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that you will have the kindness to lay it before the Lords of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John V. Browne , 

The Right Hon. W. G. Hayter. Clerk of the Union. 

G. Cornewall Lewis, Esq. 



We, the Guardians of the Parsonstown Union, beg to inform the Poor Law 
Commissioners, that on the 4th October, in compliance with the Act of Parlia- 
ment, we added to the rate the sum specified in the sealed order, as the first 
instalment of the amount expended by Government in this union. We beg 
leave further to state that at a subsequent Board we called for detailed informa- 
tion as to the particular items, not from any suspicion of inaccuracy, but 
because we felt it our duty to examine the accounts in a business-like manner, 
so as to be enabled to satisfy ourselves, and the ratepayers we represent, that the 
sums charged against the different divisions of the union had actually been 
expended, and the union had received credit for the amount repaid, and for the 
deductions to which it was entitled under the Act of Parliament. 

Having thus performed all the requirements of the law, there remains another 
duty, to apprise the Commissioners that a very strong feeling exists throughout 
the union, that we, as Poor Law Guardians, are engaged in carrying out a law 
which was enacted without due inquiry, and which as yet, even in principle, has 
not been fully justified. 

It is, perhaps, scarcely necessary to say that this law is wholly without 
precedent, either in foreign countries or in England. In foreign countries local 
distress arising from some unforeseen calamity has always been relieved by the 
State; as, for instance, when a few years ago a large district in France was laid 
waste by an inundation ; in that case, though the district is now prosperous, we 
have not heard that a tax remains as a memorial of the calamity. In England 
there is no precedent, and nothing can be more opposed to the principle of the 
English poor law than to relieve distress by mortgaging the rates. 

Even in the case of that part of the gross sum expended in the erection of the 
union workhouses there is no exact precedent in England. In England the 
amount, was borrowed by the Boards of Guardians just as our grand juries 
borrowed for the erection of our county buildings ; but in the case of the union 
workhouses in Ireland there was no borrower ; they were erected by Govern- 
ment in opposition to the opinion of their own Commission of Inquiry, consisting 
of very able men, and in opposition to the wishes of the country. As, however, 
the union workhouse is an indispensable appendage to the English poor law, 
the repayment of the amount expended has been little objected ; it is considered 
as a debt, because Parliament has made it so, but it is considered as resting on 
a totally different footing from the advances for county buildings, which were 
actually borrowed, and have always been repaid as willingly and as punctually 
as in England. J 1 J 

. Whiie ’ therefore, there seems to be no precedent for the Relief Advances Act, 
it seems not very clear that it is defensible even on general principles. It has 
been indeed .asserted that recurring to first principles the land is answerable 
lor the relief of destitution; but that is merely an assertion unsupported by 
reasoning or authority ; and, indeed, it is obviously absurd that a part of the 
property of the country and not the whole should be answerable for the relief 
ot destitution. No such principle is recognized abroad ; and in America, whose 
institutions are new and were founded with the experience of other countries, 
the poor are supported by the State. It has, indeed, been always the policy of 

e ng isk poor law to localize relief for ordinary purposes, but a case of 
lamme is one which fortunately lias not as yet arisen there. 

■oome have regarded this measure as a salutary punishment inflicted on landed 
proprietors for suffering potatoes to he largely planted, cottages to be erected, 
tne land to be sub-dmded, and a pauper population to grow up. However, 

T ™V rue ’ of the most liberal and enlightened landed proprietors 

m England are also landed proprietors in Ireland, we should find that their 
properties were very differently circumstanced than those of their neighbours, 
which is not the case. & 
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If Ireland had recovered from the effects of famine and famine measures, and 
■was now prosperous, very probably the Act in almost every union would have 
been complied with, without remonstrance or even observation : but the reverse 
is notoriously the case; large as the amount was which was expended by 
Government upon relief works during the famine, it is probable the amount 
expended for the relief of destitution at that period, and subsequently, by the 
owners and occupiers of land, was very much larger. There are few estates 
except in the best circumstanced districts of Ireland, where a considerable 
portion of the rental in addition to the regular poor rate has not been absorbed 
in relief of destitution, not indeed first converted into money, but consumed in 
kind ; in some cases the landlord receiving almost nothing, the destitute con- 
suming the produce of the land ; the occupiers of land also, who were better 
circumstanced, were usually very liberal contributors to the wants of their 
destitute neighbours, and from failures of crops and increased expenses were 
often ruined. The professional men, and the traders in the country towns, all 
depending upon the owners and occupiers of land, were of course also great 
sufferers. Recovery under such circumstances would necessarily be the work of 
time ; that it has not yet taken place is pretty evident from the rate of sales in 
the Encumbered Estates Court. The Griffith valuation is considerably below 
one-half of the usual letting value of land in England ; this appears plainly from 
the letters of the “ Times” correspondent, written from different parts of England, 
during the last winter. 

If, therefore, land was selling at fifteen years’ purchase in Ireland upon the 
Griffith valuation, while thirty years purchase upon the letting value was the 
rate in England, it is evident that land was selling in Ireland for one-fourth 
what the same land would sell for in England ; the disproportion, however, is 
probably still greater. 

We have felt it our duty to state these facts to the Commissioners, and 
through them to the Government, because, although it is alone competent to 
Parliament to amend or modify the law, yet, in practice, the recommendation of 
Government has great weight. We do not venture to suggest any specific 
modification, because we are not competent to judge what concession* would be 
deemed reasonable, either by Parliament or by the ratepayers of this country. 
Some Boards of Guardians, however, have suggested the remission of the interest ; 
and the Act under which the county prisons have been built is a precedent, the 
advances under that Act having been made without interest. 

By order of the Board. 

(signed) Rosse, Chairman. 

John V. Broione, Clerk of the Union. 



35.— UNION OF NEWCASTLE. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The humble Memorial of the Guardians of the Union of Newcastle, in the 
County of Limerick : 

Showeth, 

That by an order under the seal of the Commissioners for administering the 
.Laws lor the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, this union has been charged with the 
payment for forty years of an annuity of 2,875/. 9*. 5 id. 

That the annual rate required to meet the payment of such annuity will 
amount to Is. Old. in the pound on the valuation of the union. 

That your memorialists have felt themselves bound to act in obedience to the 
law, and have, therefore, added the amount of the anuuity to the rate now about 
to be collected, notwithstanding the lamentable results which such a proceedino- 
is calculated to produce. 

That your memorialists beg respectfully to represent to your Lordships that, 
under the present circumstances of this union, the imposition of this amount of 
rate, m addition to the heavy taxation already existing, will have the effect of 
causing the rum of many ratepayers, who have until now perseveringly struggled 
to surmount the difficulties of their position; that it will induce others°who 
nave the means of emigration, forthwith to leave a country where the increasing 
taxation leaves them no hope of providing for their families ; and that conse- 
^°* F 2 quently 



Paisonstown. 



Newcastle, 
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Newcastle. quently, the increase in the quantity of land which will become deserted and 

profitless, will render the remaining occupiers in some of the electoral divisions 

incapable of paying the rates which will be required for the actual maintenance 
of the poor. 

That the distress and embarrassment of this union during the past year have 
been deemed to be so great that, with the sanction of your Lordships, a sum of 
2,185?. has been granted for its relief, from the rate-in-aid fund; and your 
memorialists conceive that this fact will afford sufficient evidence that in many 
of the electoral divisions the ratepayers cannot be in a position to bear the addi- 
tional burthen now imposed upon them. 

That the partial failure of the potato crop during the present year has again 
plunged many of the ratepayers into distress and poverty. 

That your memorialists have, on a former occasion, laid before your Lord- 
ships statements of the heavy taxation under which this union has been 
labouring for many years, in the shape of grand jury and labour rate, and poor 
rates. 

That in order that your Lordships may distinctly understand the position of 
this Union, your memorialists beg again to remind your Lordships of the 
following facts: — 



£. 

That in 1845 the grand jury and poor rate amounted to - - - 10,020 

„ 1846 „ „ - 10,934 

„ 1847 the grand jury rate, labour rate, and poor rate amounted to 16,084 

„ 1848 „ „ „ 47,778 

„ 1849 „ „ „ - 63,853 

or las. - 2 hd. in the pound on the valuation of the union. 



That notwithstanding the exertions of many proprietors in affording extensive 
employment, the poor rates alone levied in the year 1850 amounted on an 
average to 6s. id. in the pound, and in some of the electoral divisions to 10 s. 6d. 
and 11s. 9i?. in the pound. And in the present year, although the sums granted 
from the rate-in-aid have afforded relief to some of the electoral divisions, the 
poor rates levied have been on an average 6s. 1 id. in the pound, and in one 
electoral division has amounted to 6s. lid., in three electoral divisions to 
6s. 9 d., and in others respectively to 6s. id., 6s. 5 d., 6s. 2d., and 5s. lid. in the 
pound. 

Your memorialists conceive that the facts above detailed will prove that it 
would be neither wise nor politic, nor becoming to the character of a paternal 
Government, to enforce at the present period the repayment from this union 
of any instalment of the sums benevolently granted for its relief, and thus 
extinguish the first ray of hope that dawned upon the ratepayers since the late 
calamitous visitation of Providence. 

That at the request of your memorialists the Poor Law Commissioners have 
furnished a statement of the liabilities for the repayment of which this union 
has been made liable to the annuity before mentioned, which are comprised 
under the follow heads : — 



1st. Charge in respect of workhouse loan - 
2d. Charge in respect of advances under the Temporary Relief Act 
3d. Charge in respect of advances under the Labour Rate Act t 
baronies of Glenguin and Upper Connelloe 
4th. Charge in respect of advances to the same baronies under the 
1 Viet. c. 21, and 9 Viet. c. 1. 

5th. Charge in respect of advances under the Act 13 Viet. c. 14. 



- 


9,942 14 


- 


10,572 5 2| 


the 




- 


32,682 5 2J 


Act 




- 


1,856 17 Hi 


" 


6,851 18 5| 


£. 


61,406 - 11 



Your memorialists pray that your Lordships will distinctly understand that 
they are in no way disposed to evade or to remonstrate against the eventual 
repayment of their just debts and liabilities; and that to the repayment of the 
sums numbered respectively one and five, amounting to 16,294/. 125. Id., or to 
the mode in which such payment is proposed to be made by its conversion into 

an 
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an annuity at three and a half per cent, interest for forty years, no objection is 
hereby intended to be offered, excepting as to the period at which such repay- 
ment should commence. v J 

One loan for building and enlarging the -workhouse has been and will con 
tinue to be of great advantage to the ratepayers, and is a debt that cannot and 
ought not to be repudiated ; and it would be dishonest on the part of your 
memorialists to endeavour to evade the payment of 6,351/. lSs. bid., which has 
been recently advanced for the payment of the debts and liabilities of the union • 
with respect to the charges numbered 2, 3, and 4, amounting in the ao-a-regate 
to 45,111/. Ss. 4 d., for advances under the Temporary Relief Act, and°foi“the 
promotion and extension of public works, your memorialists conceive that the 
case is widely different ; and they beg respectfully but earnestly to represent 
that the exaction of compound interest on sums advanced for the relief of a 
portion of the United Kingdom, at a period of great and providential calamity 
cannot be considered as an act of mercy or beneficence on the part of the 
Imperial Government. r 

\our memorialists beg to remind your Lordships of the fact, that previously 
to the passing of the Labour Rate Act, the landowners of Limerick earnestly 
remonstrated against the. measure, and by resolutions transmitted to Her 
Majesty s Government, pointed out the evils which its enactment would not fail 
to produce. 

That such prediction has been verified is too evident from the facts that a most 
reckless and lavish expenditure has taken place without any proportionate public 
benefit, causing a demoralisation of the labourers and many other evils ; that 
imposition to a fearful extent has been practised, and that the money has’ been 
chiefly paid to parties who could have had no claim for relief from the fluids of 
the union ; and that the only result has been the fencing and fonniuo- of 
numerous roads, many of which can never be of any utility, and which roads 
still remain in their imperfect and incomplete state, most inconvenient to the 
adjacent owners and occupiers of land, and a nuisance to the whole community. 

Your memorialists are not disposed to consider these results as attributable 
entirely to official or local mismanagement ; but that they were evils consequent 
on the passing of the enactment, and in a great measure unavoidable, at a crisis 
when so large a portion of the population was suffering from poverty and 
starvation ; but they conceive that it is not just that interest should be added to 
the principal, even of a moiety of sums so expended, and that this increased debt 
should be charged against the most distressed' unions of Ireland, and thereby 
cause an addition to the heavy rates which it will be positively ruinous to the 
ratepayers to enforce. 

Your memorialists therefore pray, that the payment of any portion of the 
annuity may be postponed for five years, and that after that period the annuity 
chargeable on this union, under the Act 13 Viet. cap. 14, may be reduced to 
an amount equivalent to the discharge of the principal money only of the sums 
granted under the Temporary Relief Act, and the Labour Rate Acts, in addition 
to the principal and interest of the sums advanced to build and enlarge the 
workhouse, and for the discharge of the liabilities of this union. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 

(signed) Muskerry , Chairman. 

JSdwd. Curling, j Guardians signing on 
oo O n, Mich. Leahy, J behalf of the Board. 



36.— UNION OF MANORHAMILTON. 

To the Lords Commissioners ol Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Board of Guardians of the Manorhamilton Union, 
Ireland : 

Showeth, 

That memorialists find, with alarm and dismay, that an order has been issued 
y e. roor Law Commissioners, directing an instalment of the consolidated 
annuities to be added to the rate now about to be made in this union. 

25 °- v 3 That 



Newcastle. 
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That since the failure of the potato in 1846, this unfortunate country has been 
passing through a scene of distress and suffering almost without precedent even 
in the records of history, the effects of which are now being severely felt by all 
classes of the community. Amongst the dread consequences of this calamity 
may be noticed the removal of vast numbers of the population by death, which 
circumstance tended to increase not a little such distress. And owing to the 
universal depression of things in this country, greatly aggravated by the galling 
burthen of heavy taxes, with the still more gloomy prospect in reference to the 
future, considerable numbers of our valuable yeomanry and respectable farming 
classes have been constrained to seek in a foreign country a provision for them- 
selves and families which they could not hope to realize in the land, that gave 
them birth. The tide of emigration too, memorialists regret to say,. is likely to 
progress with still more rapid strides ; the industrious and enterprising portion 
of the people choosing this course rather than remain here with the certain 
prospect of merely struggling for existence during- such an extended period as 
that to be embraced by the consolidated annuities. The unavoidable conse- 
quence, therefore, is, that various districts are and must be left without distress 
to satisfy either poor rate or any other demand affecting land ; a fact clearly 
established on reference being made to the large arrear of poor rate due in this 
union, notwithstanding the most strenuous endeavours on the part of the 
guardians to have same collected. 

That during the last five years the guardians of this union have applied 
themselves with unremitting attention to the arduous duty of providing funds 
necessary for the maintenance of the poor. And memorialists would still use 
their utmost endeavours to meet the ordinary expenses of the establishment, 
henceforth to be considerably augmented by the operation of the Medical 
Charities enactment; but memorialists have a strong objection to be made the 
instruments of collecting monies, in the voting and expending of which they 
(as guardians) were not permitted to take any part, and connected with which so 
many matters may be urged as highly objectionable, as well as the impolicy of 
enforcing payment under the present circumstances of the country. 

And your memorialists cannot conceal from your Lordships the fact, that, 
from tlfe completely exhausted resources of the ratepayers, they are totally 
unable to meet any further taxation just now ; besides, that any attempt to levy 
it would create an insuperable difficulty in carrying out the provisions of the law 
for the relief of the destitute poor. 

Memorialists therefore pray your Lordships, that the order of the Commis- 
sioners may be withdrawn until the country shall have so far recovered as to be 
in a fit state to meet the tax. 



Board Room, 23 October 1851. 



II. L. Montgomery, Chairman. 



37.— UNION OF MALLOW. 

Board Room, 18 October 1851. 

The Guardians of the Mallow Union beg leave to lay before the Poor Law 
Commissioners, for transmission to the Lords of the Treasury, the following 
memorial, as in their opinion affording just grounds for being granted a reduc- 
tion in the amount and extension of the time now required for the repayment of 
the liabilities claimed by Government for the outlaj r in the building of the work- 
house, under the Labour Rate and Out-door Relief Acts. 

The guardians are aware these subjects have been decided on in Pai-liament, 
and they desire to state that however it may be thought advisable to deal with 
the petition of this memorial, their best endeavours shall be devoted to uphold 
the law under every circumstance. The guardians submit, that, as regards the 
liabilities of the Mallow Union, for the expenditure in the original building of 
the workhouse, that the union received nothing like adequate value ; that the 
execution of the work by the contractor was so defective that immediately on 
their obtaining possession, a considerable outlay unnecessary, and has continued 
to be so from time to time ; that the unsatisfactory manner in which the con- 
tractor was performing his works was observed by the guardians, and strongly 

remonstrated 
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remonstrated against, but without, redress, the Commissioners of the time inti- 
mating that the supervision of the works was a matter solely belonging to their 
province ; that the guardians have themselves lately, at a cost of about 1,000 l., 
erected a far better building, to accommodate 500 persons, than the original 
workhouse, which cost over 9,0004, to accommodate. 700 persons ; as regards the 
repayment demanded for the expenditure under the Labour Rate Acts, the 
guardians of the Mallow Union lament that it is still to some extent suffering 
from the causes and their effects which made it expedient that aid should have 
been in the first instance afforded them; these hopes of returning prosperity 
have been badly disappointed by the re-appearance of the potato blight ; they 
submit that the expenditure under this head was most extravagant ; the works 
in general useless ; causing additional taxation as compensation for the land 
taken from the owners and occupiers, and inducing the completion of roads left 
unfinished, which would never otherwise be thought of, but rendered necessary 
by the dangerous and impassable state in which they were left, and the natural 
feeling that having already cost so much it was as well to proceed ; that many 
persons of the worst character, unfitted by previous experience, were employed 
as stewards and account keepers ; and although at a time of general distress, paid 
a higher rate of wages than they could at a time of prosperity earn. 

That the establishment of extraordinary Session Courts, as the tribunals which 
were in the first instance to sanction or refuse the works applied for, was a 
measure which only conferred the semblance of control without the reality. 

That it was expecting too much, even from the well-intentioned and honest, 
overborne as they were in open court, to consider and reject works which the 
masses of the people, who could never be called upon for repayment, under panic 
and excitement, were induced to look to as their only hope. 

That as regards the liabilities of the union for expenditure, under the Out- 
door Relief Acts, the ratepayers or guardians had not, in fact, any control; 
the Relief Commissioners and Government inspector were not of their selection ; 
and that great abuses took place under their management in the distribution of 
food was notorious. That the power of the Government inspector to act inde- 
pendently, and according to his own pleasure, seemed indisputable ; and conse- 
quently such proceedings took place as that through his means, in defiance of 
the remonstrance of the Finance Committee, persons earning from Is. to Is. 2d. 
per day were kept on the relief list. The guardians of the Mallow Union refer 
to these facts, amongst others of the same kind, solely for the purpose of showing 
that it is not their intention (if it was even in their power) to repudiate a just 
debt ; but in order that the prayer of their memorial may be considered worthy 
of being granted, which is, that the repayment of monies thus advanced to intro- 
duce a poor law on the English principle contrary to the recommendation of the 
Commissioners appointed to inquire into the state of the poorer classes in 
Ireland, and contrary to the wishes of the Irish themselves, and to mitigate a 
providential and national calamity, almost unprecedented in degree, and for 
which neither the ratepayers and owners of land are at all responsible, should be 
diminished to the extent of the interest thereon, and that the time for demanding 
payment on account of the principal should be extended until the return of 
seasons more propitious than the present. 

The guardians view with serious apprehension the emigration which is now 
going forward, and are convinced that any increased stimulus which may be 
added thereto will produce the most injurious consequence ; and that from the 
low price of agricultural produce and excessive taxation, the utmost forbearance 
will be required from parties having claims on the occupiers of land. 

(signed) Thomas Ware, 

Chairman, on behalf of the Board of Guardians 
of the Poor of Mallow Union. 



250. 
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Casliel. 



38.— UNION OF CASHEL. 



To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
The Memorial of the Guardians of the Poor of the Cashel Union : 



Showeth, 

That the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, in obedience to the orders of your Lordships, have directed your 
memorialists to make provision in the rates now preparing for the sum of 
3,152/. 10s. 7 Id. as the first of 40 annual instalments for the repayment of the 
loans and advances made by the Government since the commencement of the 
present famine. 



No account has been furnished of the several items of the gross sum to be 
repaid ; but assuming for the present that the calculations are correct, and the 
amount charged against us fairly incurred, we still confidently trust that if your 
Lordships direct your attention to the impoverished condition of this union, you 
will be satisfied of the impolicy and injustice of attempting to enforce the annui- 
ties required until the evils from which we suffer are removed, and their direful 
effects have passed away. 



The ruin brought upon this union by the last six years of famine is demon- 
strated by the very amount of the loans advanced for its sustainment, inde- 
pendent of the enormous sums the ratepayers had to supply. During the year 
ending 25th of March 1851, the cost incurred for the maintenance of the poor 
came to 21,000/., or 4s. in the pound on a valuation of 107,000 l . ; but as this 
valuation, taken some years back, is now at least 20 per cent, too high, the 
expenditure on the fair value must amount to 5 s. in the pound ; the claims on 
the Cashel electoral divisions came to double that sum ; and the dreary aspect 
ot the ancient city most powerfully impresses on the passer-by how effectually 
excessive taxation can complete the desolation a wide wasting famine had begun. 

Our experience of the half year just ended affords us no hope of an immediate 
improvement in the condition of this union ; for now, when the paupers are at 
the minimum, we find they exceed by 146 the number on the relief list at the 
corresponding period of last year. This fact, which can be easily verified, is 
particularly disheartening, when taken in connexion with the enormous outpour 
of tne best of the population during the same period of time. We have, also, 
every reason to apprehend that, in consequence of the total absence of employ- 
ment, and the rapid decay of the potato crop, there will be an earlier influx of 
the destitute than in any of the preceding years. 



Besides the enormous demands for the support of the poor, tiie fiscal charges 
on the baronies comprising this union have seldom been less than 3 s. in the 
pound. It those alone have been felt as grievous burthens in comparatively 
prosperous times, how much more heavily do they press upon us now ! 



As far as we have yet been able to ascertain, the claims on the union from 
contractors, officers, &c., to the 29th September, amount to 9,195 Z.„ to meelr 
which we have only the sum of 599 /. 19 s. 1 d. in our treasurer’s hands. In 
August last we agreed to strike a rate of 13,443 L, to discharge those claims, 
and cany on the business of the union for the following six months ; but the 
"r Commissioners to provide for the annuities paralyzed all our efforts,, 
and to this day the rate has not been struck. The result has been most disas- 
ter” s!nce ’ ,lle contractors for the next half 

018,8840 SUPplyS ° me ofth e principal necessaries 



detffikofv? 11 ? lmost "f'oss any further to weary your Lordships with other 
fo e dwe, f %r ba T1 d Tj* 1 ?? °, f this llnion - ” d ™ dc™ it unnecessary 
COUMI v at k™ th 1 ' f ? ° f - th,s . dei ? a " d on the general well-being of the 
’ ? ■“ stlm 1 u1 ;’ 3 * wdl grto to depart from this land to all we 
workhiv of t ,° tTl a “n o obstacles it will throw in the wav of the proper 
Znee g ls 3 1 ^ Sal f ° f Encuml “red Estates; all ’these ill conse- 

1 “5 r ? adlly , present themselves to your Lordships’ minds, and we 

therefore conclude with the earnest entreaty, that, as we are prepared to tlx 

ourselves 
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ourselves to the utmost for the support of our destitute poor, you will not im- 
pose an additional burthen upon us in our hour of suffering we are altogether 
unable to sustain, nor ask us to become instrumental, until better days arise in 
levying on the impoverished owners and occupiers of our land an impost un- 
called for by the exigencies of the State, while to them it is most crushing and 
annihilating in its effects, 6 

Signed on behalf of the Board, 



Board Room, 16 October 1851. 



John Greene, Chairman. 



39.— UNION OF MILLSTREET. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
the Memorial of the Guardians of the Poor of the Millstreet Union, County 
of Cork. 



The Memorial of the Guardians of the Millstreet Union : 
Respectfully showeth, 

That they look forward with the greatest alarm in consequence of the order 
of the Poor Law Commissioners, requiriug the payment of the first instalment 
of the annuities under 13 Victoria ; they beg to submit that the circumstances 
of this union are such that the enforcement at the present of this order will 
lead to the most disastrous results. 

This union has been formed eighteen months, during which time they have 
had to provide for the wants of a number of paupers, ranging from 2,660, 
maximum, to 950, making a daily average of 1,800. 

Being unprovided with a workhouse, the guardians have had, at large expense, 
to rent and fit up suitably an entire street; they had also to occupy at hio-h 
rents two auxiliary houses removed from the main establishment ; in addition to 
these, they have in course of erection sheds for the accommodation of 900 ; every 
article of furniture and clothing had to be procured; all which, although 
rates averaging 13 s. in the pound. have been struck, have entailed a very heavv 
debt. J y 

The rate-in-aid, although pressing sorely on the pauperised ratepayers, has 
been paid with punctuality. 

The potato crop has again failed, causing a vast addition to the claimants 
for relief in the number of small farmers, whose ruin has been completed by its 
destruction. J 

Memorialists therefore appeal to your Lordships not to impose upon them a 
burthen which their present impoverished state makes them unable to bear, and 
which is fast driving from their shores those whom the country cannot spare, and 
who bear with them the seeds of future wealth lost to this ill-fated land. 

Signed on behalf of the Board of Guardians, at their meeting, on 
Thursday the 23d October 1851. 

Henry Wallis, D y L‘, j. p., 
Chairman. 



40.— UNION OF YOUGHAL. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Guardians of the Poor of the Youghal Union : 
Respectfully showeth, 

That on the 4th day of September last the Board of Commissioners for 
ministering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland addressed a letter 
o us, the Guardians of the Poor of the Youghal Union, setting forth sundry 
sums that were alleged to be due by us for an advance to be made for the building 
° ^workhouse in this union, and ior advances stated to have been made under 
the Labour Rate Act auu under the Temporary Relief Act. 

35 °- G That 



CasheF. 



Millstreet. 



Youghal. 
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That in said letter the Poor Law Commissioners state that they were instructed 
by your Honourable Board to elicit our views, and were desired to afford us any 
practical information in their power, and requested us to take it into con- 
sideration at our earliest convenience. 

That in accordance with that request, a special meeting of the Youghal Board 
of Guardians was called to consider that letter at the earliest possible date, and 
the Poor Law Commissioners were informed of such meeting being about to be 
held ; and that at said meeting the guardians were at a loss from not having 
information, and wrote to the Poor Law Commissioners requesting to be informed 
what amount was alleged to be due by each electoral division under the 
Temporary Relief Act, and under the Labour Rate Act, and also whether, if any 
electoral division wished to pay these claims immediately, it could do so. 

That previous to receiving any reply to these inquiries, the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners issued an order under their hands and seal, dated 19th September, 
ordering this union to pay yearly for forty years the sum of 1,377/. 5 s. 3 \d. 

The Youghal Board of Guardians beg to submit, with regard to the first item 
in the account, which is for building a workhouse, that this money is not yet 
advanced by your Honourable Board, and therefore was not due on the passiug 
of the Act 13 Viet. cap. 14., and that a great injustice has been done to some 
districts by apportioning said sum on the valuation of the several electoral 
divisions as it stood when the Act was passed, the gross valuation of this union 
then being 70,586/. instead of apportioning it on the value of the several 
electoral divisions at the time when the said sum was borrowed, when the 
valuation of the union was only 50,357 /. 

That we therefore respectfully entreat your Honourable Board to cause exami- 
nation to be made into this matter, and to give directions to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners to have the error made in said order corrected. 

That in regard to the other advances mentioned in said letter, no steps have 
been taken to show this Board that the monies as stated in said order have been 
expended, or are chargeable to this union. 

That at a time when it pleased the Almighty to afflict this country with famine 
and pestilence, from which Great Britain in God’s mercy greatly escaped, 
advances were made to the destitute in Ireland ; but as this distress was from 
causes beyond the control of the ratepayers of this country, and as the advances 
were not to the ratepayers, but to the destitute, it is unfair and uncharitable to 
look to these ratepayers for repayment of these advances. 

But if these advances are to be repaid, this Board would submit respectfully, 
that, as the funds were expended from benevolent motives to relieve wide-spread 
misery, and to prevent the loss of life, it is inconsistent with such motives to 
convert said loan into an investment bearing interest, and to make the relief of 
destitution in Ireland a source of income to the Imperial Treasury. 

That this Board finds that the sum claimed is 29,838/. 12 s. 4fc/., and that 
annual payments ordered to be made for forty years is 1,377/. 5$. 3 fa?., which 
amounts to the sum of 55,085/. 125. 6 d., and cannot belief that it was the 
intention of Parliament to convert our misery and affliction into a source of 
profit. 

This Board would also submit, that at the price of grain in 1847, the alleged 
advances would represent food to the amount of 8,382 quarters, or the produce 
of about 2,794 acres of land ; and that in consequence of the reduction in the 
price of grain by the Act of the Legislature since these advances were made, it 
will at the average price of grain for the past year require 27,500 quarters of 
grain to make up the sum that is struck on this union, which grain it will require 
9,166 acres to produce, and that it is extremely harsh to require three times as 
much produce as was originally granted. 

That we would also respectfully submit, that since 1847, the number re- 
quiring relief under the poor laws has vastly increased, and thereby the amount 
of taxation on the ratepayers of this union is more than five times as great as it 
was at the time of these advances ; that the reduction in the price of every kind 
of farm produce makes these taxes press with double severity, and that it is harsh 
and impolitic to enforce them. 

That this Board finds that the area of this union is 70,624 acres, and that the 
amount struck on us is 55,085 Z., which is equal to 15 s. per acre ; and that the 
fee simple of land in America can be purchased for less than this sum ; and that 
the very heavy taxation is compelling numbers to leave our shores. 

That 
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That whilst this Board does not consider the Treasury should ever enforce on 
them or any part of Ireland the claim for repayment of these advances, they 
would, if they saw the ratepayers could out of their profits pay these claims, be 
ready to assist in levying them, but under present circumstances, with the very 
low prices of farm produce, the oppressively heavy claims for poor rate and 
county cess, and the immense loss from the failure in successive seasons of the 
potato, it would be unwise and impolitic to enforce their repayment. 

That we therefore trust your Board will take the subject into serious con- 
sideration, and if it is your determination to enforce the payment of these claims, 
that you will order the account to be re-examined, and apportioned accordin'* to 
justice. 

But if on re-consideration of our dreadful affliction, your Board could recom- 
mend to Parliament the entire abrogation of these claims, we consider you would 
be doing an act of mercy and justice which is merited by this land. 

On behalf of the Board, 

(signed) Thomas Garde, Chairman. 



41.— UNION OF TULL AMO RE. 

To the Lords of the Treasury. 

Board Room, Tullamore, 31 October 1851. 

On the 29th day of August 1851, the Tullamore guardians, in deference to 
the law, allocated a specific portion of the rates of each of the electoral divisions 
of the union to the repayment of the first instalment of the annuity imposed 
upon them ; and they have now read the Treasury Minute of the 21st October 
with much gratification, not so much from the pecuniary relief to be derived 
from its operation in this union, as its beneficial eflect is limited to six electoral 
divisions, as on account of its tendency to allay the sentiments of depression and 
irritation which were fast taking possession of all classes in Ireland. 

The imposition on the distressed unions of a ruinous addition to their 
enormous existing burdens, coupled with the simultaneous incessant vituperation 
of the Irish people, seemed to furnish irrefragable proof that the Government 
and an influential portion of the English press were leagued together in the 
desire, as well as in their efforts, to solve the Irish difficulty by driving the 
whole nation beyond the reach of oppression and obloquy. 

The appearance of the existence of this unholy compact has by this Treasury 
Minute been happily removed, and we trust a kindlier and more reasonable 
tone, in animadverting upon the errors of Irishmen, will follow, as it certainly 
will if the dominant and prosperous nation do but calmly and impartially scan 
the extent of their own responsibility for the errors and poverty which they loathe 
in us ; and we hope this exhibition of a better spirit on the part of the Govern- 
ment and people of England will not be too late to arrest that fearful outpouring 
of our pupulation which threatens such disastrous results ultimately to Great 
Britain herself, though more immediately to that portion of the Irish nation 
which still continues hopefully to cling to the Government and institutions of 
England. 

Signed on the part of the Board, 

John H. Walsh, Chairman. 



250. 
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42.— UNION OF ENNISCORTHY. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The humble Memorial of the Guardians of Enniscorthy Union, in the 
County of We xford : 

Showeth, 

That by an order under the seal of the Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, this union has been charged with the 
payment for 20 years of an annuity of 2 , 861 /.; that the annual average rate 
required to meet the payment of said annuity will amount to about 8 cl. in the 
pound on the valuation of the union. 

That previously to seeing the Treasury Minute, dated the 21 st October, your 
memorialists were preparing a memorial to be forwarded to the Lords Com- 
missioners expressive of the great distress under which the ratepayers of this 
union are and have been labouring ; but even after the publication of the 
minute referred to, the subject has been so pressed upon them by the general 
circumstances of the union, that your memorialists feel compelled, in the 
discharge of their duties as guardians, respectfully to forward this memorial, 
ihe ratepayers of this union being generally industrious, and therefore not 
originally so distressed as some other unions in Ireland, for a longer period 
struggled with difficulties which overwhelmed less fortunate localities, but your 
memorialists respectfully assure your Lordships that, with a large proportion of 
the ratepayers of this union, the imposition of a very small additional burthen 
will decide, whether they shall continue to struggle or yield to a pressure they 
can no longer sustain. Of the electoral divisions in this union, two only will 
fall, under the rule of the late Treasury Minute. Those divisions which, by 
giving increased employment, and by great exertions, have kept the rates within 
a small sum of the limit alluded to in said minute, feel the additional tax placed 
exertions ** pieS6Dt t0 be a Very inadec l uate and unexpected return for those 

The guardians of this union are now considerably indebted to their treasurer 
yet with the most anxious solicitude to fulfil their just engagements, and to 
proude for the necessities of the ensuing year, they feared to strike a rate for 
moie than a half year s estimate, and such further sum as might be detained by 
the treasurer on your Lordship’s account, although they believe the collection 
of a second rate within the year must be most disastrous to the farmers. Under 
*uch circumstances your memorialists respectfully pray, that the repayment of 
the annuities on the entire union may be reconsidered ; that the large sums charged 
for interest should be deducted altogether; and further, that owing to the fact 
of the late harvest in the county of Wexford generally, and particularly in parts 
an™? U ? 10 Q ra b ? Dg no ^ on( ? usl y deficient, that payment of the present yearis 
hanest ■' emitted throu | h , the entire ™ion, in the hope tha^t the 

IwrS r en Ti y eai " ma y afford means and time for recovering in some 
egree from the sad effects of that position into which late events have plunged 
this union, m common with other portions of the kingdom. plunged 

Signed on behalf of the Board of Guardians, 

Dated at Enniscorthy Workhouse, Carrm 

33 November 1851. Carea;, Chairman. 



43.— UNION OF DROGHEDA. 

To tile Right Honourable and Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Guardians of the Drogheda Poor Law Union : 
Showeth, 

which calls^mthe tb * s un * on ^ as ^tely had before them a letter 

lien calls tor the payment of the sum of 17,996/. 17 s. 3 d /which includes 
interest), stated to be due by the union. (wiiicli includes 

subject ^nd t^lav thp C fnlln^ U ‘ enC \ are de ? rous t0 communicate with you on the 
sut^ect, and to lay the following observations before you. £.n, 8 38 B«. 10*/. is 

the 
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the entire amount clue, and has been caused from two sources, the first beino- the 
erection of the union workhouse, at a cost of 8,866 1. 12s. 6 id., and the other 
or remainder sum, 2,971/. 13 5. 4 c/., is a balance due for advances made in 
consequence of the poverty arising from the famine of 1846 and 1847. 

The payment of these sums has been deferred mainly in consequence of bad 
harvests, low prices of all agricultural produce, and the general depression of 
trade. r 

Thus it will be seen that by far the greater portion of the whole debt consists 
of the original expense of erecting the workhouse, swelled by interest, and Ve 
cannot forget that the poprhouse was given not on our petition or solicitation 
but for the sake of carrying into operation a newly-devised and national scheme 
of policy. 

If any difference is to be made in the mode of dealing with the parties on 
whom the expenses of all large public edifices are thrown, it appears to us that 
the builders of a poorhouse have a better claim than others to a lenient treat- 
ment. The cost of gaols has long been known to the country ; it has always 
been recognised as an item in our local expenditure. Poor rates were a novel 
addition to all existing charges between landord and tenant ; and although we 
do not complain of such additional charges, yet we cannot see why the guardians 
and their constituency should be placed in a worse position as payers of poor- 
rates and expenses connected with them, than as payers of other land-borne 
charges. 

. ^ a gaol or other public building is requisite in any county, the money for it 
is readily lent by the Treasury without interest, and the repayment spread over 
a large number of years. 

We therefore respectfully submit the above statement for the favourable con- 
sideration of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and hope we 
may be allowed to repay our liabilities, without interest, by instalments, in a 
period of 20 years. 

And memorialists will pray. 



Board Room, Drogheda 
13 November 1851 



Signed on behalf of the Board of Guardian: 



F. Donagk, Chairman. 



44.— UNION OF TIPPERARY. 

1 o the Right Honourable Lord John Russell, First Lord of the Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Board of Guardians of the Tipperary Union • 
Showeth, 

. , Th ^ this ™ i<m consists of an area of 165,573 acres, and embraces a con- 
siderable portion of mountain district ; that the present valuation is 112,000 1 
a yeai ; and that the total number for whom accommodation was originally 
provided in the workhouse was 700 ; and that by subsequent building Ld by 
of l'oso 8 aUXlllary llol,Ees > s “ ch accommodation was increased to the number 

Memorialists further show that this accommodation was quite inadequate to 
meet the destitution of the union, for the numbers relieved in the month of 
April 1848 amounted to 1,006 in the house, and 15,683 out of the house. 

now l^° n v 1S m f "l the i. sh ™ that tlle Boim dary Commissioners originally pro- 
posed to divide tile Tipperary Union, and to form a new union, to be called 

of Um P e P ricTand U T ?n ’ a ‘ ld ‘° bl i com P“f d of tbe adjacent parts of the Unions 
what l .T’PP™ 1 '?' a ”d actually caused lists to be published, stating 

Union 4 dlvi31 0“ s of the Tipperary Union should form part of Cappamore 

redSrthe 8 ?, sho "',. tha ‘. tllis proposition was fair and reasonable, as by 

datton wo, Id 1 , 1 ; - e J" a less am ““ nt ° f h ““ s o accommo- 

co , sufficient to test its destitution, and the Board of Guardians 



1 1 . ~ ucobibuuuii, anu me uoara or liuarr hann 

the un?on re efficle “ tly superintend the business and control the expenditure of 



thehoriS™! 3 ? further show that the Commissioners subsequently abandoned 
then original design of diminishing the area of tile union 3 

Memorialists further show that on or about the 1st January 1840 , two vice- 

rantirn, l S - We m a PP 01 u te . d t0 manage the affairs of the union, and that they 
contmued m office until the 30th March 1850 . ^ 

2 ^°* H 2 Memorialists 
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Tipperary. 



Memorialists further show that the sum of 41,800/. was collected by the vice- 
guardians, during their period in office, for poor rate, which is near 7 s. in the 
pound on the present valuation, and that the debts to contractors were increased 
during the same period by a sum of 6,500/., making a total expenditure of 
48,300/. during fifteen months. 

Memorialists further show that a large portion of the monies received by the 
vice-guardians, amounting, as memorialists are informed and believe, to the 
sum of 20,000/., was expended in providing increased house accommodation bv 
taking auxiliary houses, and repairing and enlarging the same, and erecting 
new buildings on ground attached thereto, and other expenses consequent 
thereon, whereby the house accommodation of the union was increased from 
1,050 to 4,800. 

Memorialists further show that the number of these auxiliary houses amounted 
at one time to twelve, but that memorialists have been enabled to reduce them 
to nine, by building accommodation at the main house for 250, and that two 
of these auxiliary houses are situate at a distance of six miles from the main 
house. 

Your Lordships must perceive that it is very difficult to preserve discipline, 
and check abuses in these auxiliary houses, situate at a distance from the main 
house, where the best paid and most efficient officers are located, and that it is 
now expedient to close them as soon as sufficient accommodation can be provided 
at the main house. 

Memorialists show that for that purpose they have not only caused the addi- 
tional accommodation for 250 already mentioned to be built this year, at a cost 
of 500/., but have also contracted for the erection of a building capable of 
accommodating from 300 to 400, at an expense of about 1,000/., which will 
make accommodation at the main house for about 1,866 ; but your memorialists 
show that such accommodation will be insufficient to test the destitution of the 
union, as the average number relieved in the main house and auxiliaries during 
the last year amounted to 4,000, and that it will be necessary to incur con- 
siderable expense in future in increasing the accommodation at the main house, 
in order to avoid the expense and abuses consequent on the maintenance of the 
auxiliaries. 

Memorialists further show that the ratepayers of this union have been 
compelled to pay large sums of money by virtue of presentments made for 
the completing of works left in an unfinished state by the Board of Public 
Works. 

Memorialists further show that the potato crop is much injured in this locality, 
and that the resources of the ratepayers are thereby considerably diminished. 

Memorialists further show that they have received an order from the Irish 
Poor Law Commissioners requiring payment, under the 13 Viet. c. 14., of certain 
annuities out of the several electoral divisions and townlands in the union, 
amounting in the entire to 3,045/. 10s. 

Memorialists show that the receipt of such order is a source of deep alarm to 
memorialists and the ratepayers generally, and that the payment of the above 
annuity of 3,045/. 10s. at the present, crisis will add considerably to the diffi- 
culties with which memorialists have to contend in consequence of the extent 
of the union, the great amount of destitution therein, the past expenditure in 
providing temporary, and the present and probable future expenditure in pro- 
viding permanent house accommodation for the destitute poor. 

.Memorialists further show that under the late Medical charities Bill the 
Board will have to provide for the several dispensaries and medical charities of 
the union a further annual sum of about 1,400/., being the average cost of such 
inspiration heretofore, as derived from subscription and county presentments ; 
and that, at a reasonable estimate, it will require an annual expenditure of con- 
siderably more than one-fifth of the valuation of the union to relieve the 
destitute poor and pay the above annuity, independently of the sums necessarv 
lor building purposes, assuming that all rates declared shall be collected, but 
will be considerably more if the bad debts and rates not collected are taken into 
account. 

Memorialists say that they are willing to pay all monies which, after a full 
investigation and inquiry, shall appear fairly and justly due, as soon as the 
resources of the country shall enable them to do so ; but your memorialists 
submit that it is unreasonable to subject the ratepayers to so high an amount of 
taxation as 4 s. m the pound on the annual value of the union for poor-law pur- 

' poses 
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poses alone, and that such excessive taxation will reduce the amount of the funds 
in the Lands of the tenants, owners, and resident landlords for the employment 
of labour, and thereby tend to increase that destitution which it is the object of 
the expenditure under the poor laws to relieve. 

Memorialists therefore pray that your Lordship will be pleased to direct that 
the order for the collection of the annuities be rescinded. 



45.— UNION OF MILFORD. 

Board Room, 24 November 1851. 

The Memorial of the Board of Guardians of the Milford Union, to the 
Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury : 

Showeth, 

That for the last five years the ratepayers of this county, and particularly of 
this union, which, generally and comparatively speaking, is inhabited by persons 
with small farms, and those of a very inferior description, have been, from the 
failure of the potatoes, subjected to very great distress and privations, which 
rendered the payment of the sums necessary for the maintenance of the poorhouse 
and its inmates a matter of serious difficult}'. 

That up to the present time they have struggled to do so, and have always 
laid on rates sufficient for that purpose, in doing which their means are so 
reduced as to make them look with alarm and despair at the great increase of 
the demand now about to be made on them by the addition to the former 
charges of the payment of the medical relief for the poor, and the rate 
necessary for the payment of the sums under the Consolidated Annuities Act. 

That while they admit that from the appearance of the crops of the present 
year, their prospects are not so gloomy as for the preceding five, yet the 
improvement will not by any means be commensurate with the increase of the 
rates under the Act alluded to, nor has there been sufficient time yet to enable 
them to derive such benefit from the improved appearance of agricultural pro- 
duce as to put it in their power to meet an increased rate without being driven 
into greater misery than heretofore. 

That in making this appeal to your Lordships, we beg to state that it is not 
done with the hope or intention of trying to defeat the payment altogether, but 
merely to be allowed three or even two years to enable us to gain strength after 
the severe trials we have undergone ; and not (as there is now some hope of our 
rising) press us back into our former distress. 

That our intentions are such as above stated is proved by the fact that in 
striking the rates on the 7 th instant, we included those under the Consolidated 
Annuities Act, at the same time resolving to appeal to your Lordships for some 
time, and we will pay all. 

(signed) J. A. Stewart , Bart. 

Chairman. 



46.— UNION OF NAY AN. 

Workhouse, Navan, 3 December 1851. 

To the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Board of Guardians of the Union of Navan, in the 
County of Meath, Ireland : 

Respectfully showeth, 

That in considering the charge of annuities to be paid by this Board in the 
short space of fifteen years, at the rate of 1,500 1 . per annum, in which claim of 
the sum demanded the very serious charge of nearly 5,000/. is for interest alone, 
which we consider both oppressive and unjust, not having been in anyway parties 
to the expenditure of the principal, and over which we had no control, we now 
respectfully but firmly assert, without any fear of contradiction, the monies 
advanced under the 9 & 10 Viet. cap. 7 , and the 10 Viet. cap. 107, were squan- 

250 . h 3 dered. 
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dered in the most reekless manner, and that this Board of Guardians exercised 
no power whatever over the expenditure of that money; that the persons on 
whom it was lavished were (generally speaking) not those who were entitled 
to relief under the poor law ; and that the works on which the money was 
expended were in a great degree uncalled for, and generally left unfinished 
which we were afterwards obliged to put in passable order by grand jury 
presentments, at a great expense of the county, and which expense raio-ht and 
would have beeu entirely avoided had Government acted otherwise than thev 
have done. ' 

We beg leave further to state, that we consider the calamity which it pleased 
Providence to visit this land at that time with, and which has since (though in 
a mitigated form) continued, to be an Imperial calamity, and should be equally 
borne by the United Kingdom, if we are to be considered a part and parcel of 
the Empire. 1 

Finally, my Lords, we humbly request your serious consideration not onlv to 
our case, but, generally to that of Ireland, and that vou will bring the matter we 
complain of before Parliament early at its next meeting, and adopt such means 
as will entirely remit this most oppressive and ruinous claim, which, as far as our 
union is concerned, will be almost impossible to meet, having this year from the 
great increase of pauperism in our union, been obliged to build two additions 
to our workhouse, for the in-door accommodation of the poor, which buildinsr 
uas obliged this Board to incur a heavy outlay of 2,400 /. * 

This Board beg further to observe that they have paid the enormous sum of 
3,300 1. ill two years under the Rate-in- Aid Act, to assist other distressed unions ■ 
and be assured, my Lords that although we have hitherto paid our rates for the 
support of the poor cheerfully and regularly, yet it has impoverished the Greater 
portion of our union as our rates have been as high as 4 r. in the pound“iu one 
electoral division, and we feel it wall be next to a total confiscation if your Lorf! 
ship, do not take our case favourably into your serious consideration! which we 
smcere y trust you will do, and which your memorialists will consider the 
greatest boon you can bestow on them, and will as in duty bound ever pray. 

On behalf of the Board of Guardians, 

John Mullen, Chairman. 



Clonakilty. 



47.— UNION OF CLONAKILTY. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury. 
The Memorial of the Guardians of the Poor of the Clonakilty Union : 
Humbly showeth, 

40 year! “ charge m addltl0 “ t0 rates for the next 

^ 0M res P ons tbiiity for what 
of the Board of Works bv whnm t0 tkat ^ le proceedings 

expended m this neigTbour/ooJ ' ZmIZST Z ^ ^ ™ 

money grievously wasted bv th’pir nffi™ 16 m ° St * eckless character, and the 
petent; while any complain? (d , °^ cers ’ man y of whom were most incom- 
by that Board o™&fri<l'; hl0h “ Te " 1 Were “ ada > disregarded 

two mJ"“Lid for “eflfttS dTt eS ’ n W b ™ ““Pdkd to pay 
selves, except a sum of 4 t0 tW d Stn f s :. a ?d have received no grant our- 
moneyso levied on us was not f d !™ 10n ^“hery? and this 
districts with interest. e as a loan to be repaid by us by those 

state IiavW been ^lyMret^and' 111011 1“ one of g r ? at prostration, its former 
now reduced , great n T bera formcrl y living in comfort 

destitution , the vast amount of emigration tEat has taken place 
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in the district proves to how great an extent this social change has proceeded 
and if a heavy additional taxation is now forced on us the result must be still 
more serious. 

That the Legislature having chosen a time when this country was in a state 
of the lowest prostration, from the failure of its staple food and consequent 
famine, to make the great changes of an extended poor law, and free trade in 
corn (however necessary or even desirable those changes may have been eon 
sidered), has undoubtedly added greatly to our present difficulties, and we think 
gives us a fair claim to consideration. 

That the famine advances to this union represent, at the price of 1847 , food 
to the amount of 8,800 quarters of wheat, or the produce of about 4,400 acres of 
land, while at the average prices of the past year, it would require at least 15,500 
quarters to make up the sum charged on the union without interest, and with 
interest above 29,500 quarters, the produce respectively of 7,700 and 15,000 
acres of land ; a result, we submit, of extreme severity. 

That we have seen the Treasury Minute of 21 st October 1851 , by which it 
is proposed to remit the claims of Government in those electoral divisions in 
which the expenditure for the past year exceeded 4 s. in the pound. We would 
urge that the principle of that minute is unjust, because it overlooks the fact 
that in many electoral divisions the expenditure has been kept down below the 
specified limit, by the exertions and care of the guardians and ratepayers in 
gning employment, ^ timely striking of rates, and general good management of 
their unions (of which this union affords instances) ; and, on the other hand, 
the expenditure has been increased beyond 4 s. in the pound by the opposite 
neglect of these duties in other unions and electoral divisions, in no deo-ree worse 
circumstanced than ourselves. 

The proposed rule will therefore act as a premium on neglect, and a dis- 
couragement of exertion, the very reverse of which we submit to be desirable. 
The grievous and unusual depression of all classes and all districts in this country 
to which we have alluded above, is also quite overlooked. 

That the interest charged to us on the money advanced nearly doubles the 
gross amount to be paid, and this in effect neutralizes the benefit of the part of 
the original debt forgiven, the principal sum being 31 , 532 /. 10 s. 2 ±d., and 
increased with interest to 59,064 /. 8 s. 4 d. 1 ’ 

That if this interest were remitted, we believe the remainder of the debt could 
be paid, though in addition to the heavy pressure of our poor and local taxation • 
and your memorialists therefore earnestly pray that the Government will apply 
to Farhamentior power in any circumstances to remit this interest as oppressive 
and unduly severe ; while further, we beg to express our full concurrence in the 
statements of the memorial adopted by the meeting at Limerick of the guardians 
o. this province, of which we enclose a copy, and in the prayer of which we 
heartily join. 

That we desire, in addition, to draw your Lordships’ attention to an injustice 
m the apportionment of the annuity to this union. This union was formed in 
September 1849, out of parts of the Skibbereen, Dunmauway, and Bandon 
Unions; the valuation of these unions differed in the scale on which they were 
rated to a large extent, the Bandon portion being 33 per cent, higher than the 
Skibbereen ; a corrected and equal valuation was at once made, on which a rate 
throughout the union was struck in September 1850, yet the liabilities have been 
apportioned, in August 1851, upon the old and unequal valuation, whereby the 
Bandon portion of the union has to pay a proportion of the building loan, 
one •third greater than the rest of the union; a result of the plainest injustice, 

> W f pr . ay ma y. be . corre cted either under our present valuation or on 
Griffiths s valuation, which is nearly complete in this union. 

Thomas Hungerford, Chairman, 

27 January 1852. and Others. 

wlX'lf memorlal ftom the Limerick Union, referred to in the foregoing, and of 

ca a copy was annexed, is verbatim the same as the memorial from the unions 
■ot the province of Munster. 



Clonakilty, 
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CONSOLIDATED ANNUITIES (IRELAND.) 



COPIES of’ Memorials addressed to the Treasury 
from certain Poou Law Unions in Ireland, on the 
Subject of the Consolidated Annuities. 



(Sir Lucius O'Brien.) 



Gnlcrcil, hi/ The Hou.se ol t'oniinoun, to he I'rinlrti, 

<> April i8,y«t. 



[I’rice id. I 



250. 



Under 8 fit. 
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